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_ In a notice on p. 740 will be found a description of 
the objects with which the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade was established in 
October, 1899, as well as particulars connected with the 
work of the Branch, more especially as regards the 
subjects on which information will be supplied as far as 
possible. 

The Office of the Commercial Intelligence Branch is 
at 50, Parliament Street, London, 8.W. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing p. 4 of the advertisements, and 
a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and the 
Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of the 
Reports issued by the Colonial Office, on pp. 738-739. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


According to the “Indian and Eastern Engineer” for February 

last, the construction of the Jubbulpore-Gondia 
Railway Building. Chord Line, witha branch from Neinpur, north- 
eastwards to Mandla, and from the same point 
south-westwards via Seoni to Chindwara, has been sanctioned on 
the 2 ft. 6 in. gauge, as an integral part of the Bengal-Nagpur 
Railway system. The chord itself will be 1434 miles long, the 
eastern branch 21$ miles, and the western branch 873. miles, the 
whole project comprising 252} miles. The raison détre of the 
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project is primarily the protection of the isolated Satpura plateau, 
in the Central Provinces, which was severely affected by the 
famines of 1896 and 1897, by placing it in direct and easy com- 
munication by’rail with the markets of India, and affording it an 
outlet for its grain products ; it will also act as a valuable feeder 
to the Bengal-Nagpur, Great Indian Peninsula, and East Indian 
Railway systems, besides paying directly on its own earnings as a 
chord route. With the recent completion of the new extensions 
into Howrah the Bengal-Nagpur Railway have ample staff at once 
available on the spot for the new line, which is a great advantage. 


The same paper states that the Government of Burma have arranged 

' for a reconnaissance survey of a proposed line of 
Proposed Rail railway from Pegu to Syriam, running parallel, 
but at some distance apart, with the existing 
Rangoon-Pegu section of the Burma Railway ; and also for a line 
from Dalla to Dedaye at the mouth of the Irrawaddy river. 
Both branches would serve large rice-producing areas, and should 
consequently prove highly remunerative. 


in 


CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian . 
trade received at the Canadian Government 

: Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 
information may be obtained. 


Home Enquiries.-—An Aberdeen firm of merchants are desirous 
of being placed in communication with shippers of Canadian 
cereals and produce. 

An English firm of stylographic and fountain pen-makers make 
enquiry respecting the opening for such goods in Canada and the 
appointment of agents. 

A Northampton firm of boot and shoe raanufacturers, who do a 
small trade with Canada, are desirous of extending it, and wish to 
get into touch with boot and shoe-makers in the Dominion. 

Enquiry is made concerning the prospect of successfully intro- 
ducing to the Canadian market anew coffee extract, by a firm who 
propose to appoint agerits on commission. 

Canadian Enquiries. — Enquiry comes from Toronto for informa- 
tion concerning beet sugar machinety. 

A correspondent at * Guelph, Ontario, desires to secure the 
agency for an English firm who export hides or pickle sheep skins 
to Canada. He would also like to hear from a wool exporter 
requiring a representative. 

A. Quebec firm ask for the names of English buyers of horse and 
cattle hair. 
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The. following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Enquiri Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 

Curator of which Section further particulars 
ting may be obtained :— 


Home Enquiries—An enquiry has been received for the names 
of Canadian firms who can supply veneered circles as used in the 
manufacture of “ Vienna” chairs. 

A Midlands house dealing in all kinds of minerals and ores 
would like to hear from Canadian shippers of lead, silver, iron, 


copper, &c. 


Canadian Enquiries—A Canadian producer of soapstone in 
quantity asks for names of United Kingdom importers of the 
material. 

A Canadian manufacturer of metallic ceiling and roofing 
material wishes to establish a connection in the United Kingdom, 
and has forwarded a number of catalogues which may be obtained 
on application. 


AUSTRALIA. 


Notice has been at through the 
1 : ent-General for Sout ustralia, that tenders 
Prag ene will be received at the Supply and ‘Tender 
; holy Board Office, Adelaide, up till 3 o’clock p.m. 
eens of Wednesday, 29th May, for the supply and 
delivery at the Public Stores, Port Adelaide, of :— 
2,000,000 white cards for railway tickets 
10,000,000 red it 

The whole of the cards must be of first-class quality. exactly the 
same quality, size, and thickness as the white sample, the red 
sample being shown as a sample for colour only. Retree will not 
be accepted. The cards to be of uniform thickness, and not less 
than 3} in. nor more than 8} in. in height per hundred. Delivery 
of 1,000,000 white and 2,000,000 red cards must be made by 31st 
January, 1902, and the remainder by 31st July, 1902, in zinc- 
lined cases, each containing 100,000, made up in 10 strong paper 
packages of 10,000 each. 

Alternative tenders are invited for 12,000,000 cards to the above: 
conditions in every respect, excepting that the cards are to be cut 
and packed in South Australia in strong sound cases, but not 
zinc-lined, 

Samples can be seen and forms of tender obtained at the above 
office, and from the Chief Storekeeper, Public Stores, Port 
Adelaide. No tender will be recognised unless on the proper 
printed form. 

Tenders should be endorsed “ Tender for railway ticket cards.” 
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The successful tenderer will be required, within seven days of 
date of notice of acceptance, to make a deposit equal to 5 per cent. 
of the total value of the accepted tender as security for the due 


fulfilment of contract. 
Neither the lowest nor any tender necessarily accepted. 


EGYPT. 


The Egyptian “ Journal Officiel” of the 9th inst. announces that 
the Postmaster-General at Alexandria will 


receive tenders for the following articles 
+ 
Satchels, & 10 am. on Monday, April 15th next, 
Number 
required. 
Letter scales (fitted with three weights) No. 376 
Parcel scales, Avery’s No. 625, class2 ... tee 12 
Scales (Avery’s) to weigh 40 kilos. sie ay 6 
Sack knives ibe 200 
Brass hinges, 1} inches in length... ... .. 100 
” ” 2 ” ” eee eee owe 250 
” 24 eee eee eee 800 
» padlocks (large size) “ae 40 
Leather satchels for house-to-house delivery... 40 
“a 5 ;, use of mail officers, 12 inches 
by 10 inches... 30 
Leather satchels for rural service... bec a 20 
Fire hose ... ibe sk ec ... Metres 60 


The above-mentioned articles must be in conformity with 
samples, which may be inspected at the Post Office Store, General 
Post Office, Alexandria, at any time between the hours of 8 a.m. 
and 1 p.m., Sundays excepted. 

Tenders must be made on stamped paper of 30 milliémes, 
addressed to the Postmaster-General, enclosed in double envelopes, 
the inner envelope bearing the words ‘“ Tender for letter scales, 
&c.” 

The Postmaster-General does not undertake to accept the lowest 
or any tender. 
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The Egyptian “ Journal Officiel ” of 9th inst. also announces that 
r f tenders will be received in the office of the 
ition of 28pector of Irrigation, 3rd Circle, Alexandria, 


- up to 11 a.m. on the 16th April, 1901, for the 
Two Bridges. following work :— 


Construction, on the Mahmudieh Canal at Alexandria, of two 
iron or steel bridges to replace the existing “ Pont Zulfikar” and 
“ Pont des écluses,” 

Plans and sketches, showing the dimensions required for the 
new bridges, also the contract and specification for the work will 
be on sale in the office of the 3rd Circle of Irrigation, Alexandria, 
at the price of P.T. 25 per set, on all days in which public offices 
are open, from 9 p.m. to 1 p.m. 

Persons wishing to tender should submit with their offers both 
general and detailed drawings on a large scale, together with the 
calculations by the aid of which these designs were made, 

The masonry foundations of the old bridges will be made use of 
for the new bridges, but this masonry may require some repairs 
and remodelling, which work must be included in the offers. 

The old bridges must be removed and deposited where required 
within a distance of 200 metres from their existing sites. 

A separate lump-sum rate for the demolition and removal of each 
bridge as above described should be submitted. 

The lump-sum rate for each new bridge must comprise the 
complete erection of the bridge and the supply of all materials 
required for the fixed and moving portions, including roadway and 
pathways of compressed asphalte blocks, stone curbs, remodelling 
of existing masonry foundations, and all contingent expenses. 

Contractors may tender for one or both of the bridges; but the 
Government reserves the right to reject all offers if such offers 
should appear undesirable, or to give the work to one or more 
contractors. 

It is possible that changes will be required in the designs 
accompanying the accepted tenders. 

The time required by contractors for executing the bridge or 
bridges will be taken into consideration when adjudicating the 
tenders. 

Tenders must be submitted on stamped paper; they should 
be addressed to the Inspector of Irrigation, 3rd Circle, Alexandria, 
in a sealed envelope bearing the inscription ‘Tender for two 
bridges on Mahmudieh Canal at Alexandria.” 

The “ Journal Officiel ” containing the above notices, and also the 

eneral conditions of tendering, may be seen on application at the 
som Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parlia- 
ment Street, London, 8.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. 
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NORWAY. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
for the from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, 
Benders stating that tenders are invited by the Nor- 


en i sy wegian State Telegraph Department, not later 
Banana than noon on the 30th March next, for the 


supply of porcelain insulators, iron angles, 
brackets, top coverings, top plates, and telephones. 

Specifications and conditions of tender may be inspected daily, 
between the hours of 12 and 1, on application at the Technical 
Department of the Telegraph Office in Christiania. 

Tenders are invited by the Norwegian State Telegraph Depart- 
ment, not later than noon on the 6th April, 1901, for the supply 
of telegraph wire, bronze wire, and telephone cables. 

Specifications and conditions of tender may be inspected daily, 
between the hours of 12 and 1, on application at the Technical 
Department of the Telegraph Office in Christiania, 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
Tenders for Steel from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, 
Rails and Fish "18 | that tenders are invited by the 
Plates. Norwegian Main Railway Administration, not 
later than noon of the 9th April next, for the 
supply of 4,200 tons of rails and 266 tons of fish-plates of Bessemer 
steel. 
Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


NETHERLANDS. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch from 
Tenders for Rail H.M. Consul at Amsterdam, stating that tenders 
aie “are invited by the Netherlands Ministry of 
te 4 Dutch Colonies, not later than noon on the 27th March, 
1901, for the supply of various iron materials 
a for railways, tramways, public works, and 
waterworks in the Dutch Colonies. 
Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


| 
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SPAIN. 


The “Madrid Gazette” of i a Royal Order 
approving the sheet of conditions (which are 
for the establishment and of a 
Telephone °e. ‘telephone system in Palencia. Tenders are 
asked for, to be presented within 40 days and opened five days 
afterwards, for the installation and working of the system under 
the conditions laid down, and at not over the rates stated in a certain 
project which has already been put forward to the Administration. 
Competition will turn not on the service rates indicated, however, 
but simply on the number of years during which the tenderer is 
willing to work the concession at not over such rates, and at the 
end of which the: whole installation becomes the property of the 
Government; the maximum number of years is 20. A provisional 
deposit of 1,000 pesetas, or 301., is required. The author of the 
project above referred to has a right of preference on equal ternis. 


The “Madrid ” of inst. Royal Order 
authorising the purchase, without calling for 
rag for tenders, ot a “Galloway” boiler with double 
- furnace and automatic “ Bernis” feeder, for 

the Artillery Factory at Trubia. 


The “ Gazettes ” containing the foregoing Orders may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, London, 8.W., any day between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


In the report on the trade of Spain recently received at the 
, Foreign Office from H.M. Commercial Attaché 
faggeetions to xs Madrid, it is pointed out that to obtain a 
Young Buginasts good position in business in Spain intimate 
for sry knowledge of the language is essential. 
Thanpelves Soe The many openings in the electrical business 
Work in in Spain are just what is necessary for young 
Spanish Countries. on to fit themselves for more important 
posts. Young English engineers and mechanics with good 
recommendations, who would not object to pass a few years 
in quiet towns or villages, would probably find ready employment 
under some of the great firms interested in the electric light 
business. 

As the trade with England is not only the most important, but 
is at the same time most profitable to Spain, it is evident that 
Englishmen should not find it difficult to obtain employment, 
especially those with practical training in any special industry. 
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Englishmen wishing to come to Spain should not think of 
settling in Madrid, which, although the Government centre, is not 
a commercial city, and offers few openings for foreigners. It 
would be preferable to search for employment in a country town, 
where they could learn the language quickly, and at the same time 
study the customs and requirements of the country, so as to be 
ready for any opportunity that might offer itself. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,560.) 


PORTUGAL. 


The “ Lisbon Gazette” of 14th inst. contains a notice calling for 
tenders, to be opened at 1 p.m. on 30th inst., 

Grtenst Gor for the supply of sundry drugs to the Minho 
and Douro State Railways. The conditions 
and samples may be seen at the general warehouses, and at the 
Secretariat in Campanha. A provisional deposit of 140 milreis, or 
211. 8s., is required. 

The “ Gazette” containing the above notice may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, London, S.W., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. ~ 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


According to the “ Levant Herald” of Ist inst., the Administra- 
tion of Posts and Telegraphs intends to lay a 
a new line to place the Ottoman telegraph system 
in direct connection with India, and has asked 
for a credit of 308,448 frs. to carry this intention into effect. 


The “Levant Herald” of 25th ult. states that Reouf Pasha, 
‘ concessionaire of a sugar factory at Adrianople, 
Guger Machin has been authorised to establish a refinery at 


and Equipment. ph Baghtché, on the Bosphorus, the material 


and produce of which will be exempt from all taxes for a period of 
five years. 
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TRADE OF NATAL IN 1900. 

The information in the following article relating to the value of 
the trade of Natal for the year ended 3lst December, 1900, as 
compared with a corresponding period of 1899, is based on 
statistics published in the ‘“ Natal Government Gazette” for 


12th ult. 
I.—Imports. 
The following table shows the value of the total imports of the 
principal categories of merchandise into Natal in 1899 and 1900, 
distinguishing also bullion and specie :— 


| 

Articles. | 1899, | 1900. 

Apparel, &e. (includes millinery, hate, | 
hosiery, slops, Sc.) .| 809,000 834,000 

Metals and manufactures of (includes agricultural 
machinery, 

Provisions, exclusive of corn and dairy products | | 
(includes coffee, cocou, confectionery, lard, meats, 
Frozen and preserved, jams, hams and bacon, acth | 
tea, vegetables, ose 880,000 687,000 

Corn and grain (includes rice) ... 432,000 654,000 

Dairy products (includes butter and margarine, cheese, 7 


1,011,000 822,000 


condensed milk and ghee) 182,000 257,000 
Leather and manufactures (includes saddlery) 286,000 225,000 
Beverages (includes ale, spirits and wine)... ibe 125,000 211,000 
Wood and manufactures (includes | 240,000 189,000 
Drugs and chemicals 119,000 116,000 
Tobacco, raw and manufactured | 44,000 110,000 
Cotton piece goods ne 101,000 86,000 
Linen abs 11,000 16,000 
Other articles of merchandise ‘i 966,000 1,073, 000 

Total merchandise 4,889,000 5,359,000 
Government stores and railway material a we 471,000 558,000 
Bullion and specie ... | 1,359,000 783,000 


Grand total eee eee £ 6,719,000 6,695,000 


~The following table shows the value of the total imports into Natal 
for 1900 (including Government stores and railway material, but 
exclusive of bullion and specie) as compared with 1899, dis- 
tinguisking the various countries of origin :— 


From. | 1899. | 1900. 
| £ 
United Kingdom ... 3,494,000 3,726,000 
Other European countries .. iva 464,(.00 337,000 
America* ose | 668,000 662,000 
Mauritius... 2 8,000 
Other Countries | 24,000 42,000 
Total £ 5,359,000 5.912,000 


* Sic in orig. 
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The values of merchandise imported overland in 1900 from the 
Orange River and Transvaal Colonies, Pondoland and Griqualand 
East, which are not included in the above tables are as follows :— 


£ 
From Orange River Colony _... 


Transvaal ... 59,000 
» Griqualand East ... & 73,000 


The principal article imported overland from these places is 
wool, the value of which in 1900 was 21,912/. from Orange River 
Colony, 53,7221. from Transvaal, 1411. from Pondoland, and 
25,8691. from Griqualand East. The two last-named districts 
send chiefly live animals to Natal, the value for 1900 having been 
from Pondoland 5,428/., and from Griqualand East 40,9431. 

An interesting feature in the returns which may be specially 
recommended to the notice of intending settlers in the Colony, is 
the separate list which, as usual, is published in these returns, of 
the value of articles imported which, it is stated, might be 
produced in the Colony itself. These include (for 1900) :— 


£ 
Dairy products and -‘Hams and bacon... 51,000 
eggs... 244,000 | Vegetables 80,000 
Meats, frozen... 205,000 Jams ... 930,000 
Tobacco ... 110,000 | Sugar... ... 25,000 
Mealies* and mealie 


Coffee... ... 19,000 

meal ... ... 96,000 Tea ..- 13,000 
II.—Exports. 

~ The following table shows the values of the exports of Colonial 

produce by sea from Natal during the years 1899 and 1900 :— 


Articles. | 1899. 1900. 
| £ 

Tobacco the ant 8,000 19,000 
Other articles of Colonial produce — an ani 12,000 20,000 

Total ots at £ 1,122,000 557,000 


* Indian corn. 
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The staple exports of Natalian produce, besides wool, have 
hitherto been restricted to bark, coal, tea, sugar, and the hair of 
the angora goat. But it would appear that in recent years, 
especially since the South African Convention came into force—a 
trade in minor articles of produce is being developed—such as beer, 
matches, rum, pickles and sauces, & 

Among the “ other articles of Colonial produce” exported in 
1900 may be noted carts and carriages (3,250/.) : curiosities 
issn) ostrich feathers (1,067/.): and unmanufactured leather 
4551). 

In addition to the above, there were exported overland (in the 
case of the Transvaal and Orange River Colony this is known as 
the “ overberg” trade), under transit system and under convention, 
218,000. worth of goods in 1900, as compared with 1,300,0001. 
in 1899. The value to the different destinations overland in 1900 
was as follows (including non-Colonial produce, but exclusive of 
military stores) 


£ 
To Orange River Colony OF: oe 6,000 
Transvaal... ... 146,000 
», Griqualand East tie 12,000 


The ‘‘ Natal Mercury,” commenting on these figures, points out 
thatthe decrease in wool shows that hitherto very little of that article, 
although it figured in the returns as a product of the Colony, was 
really produced in Natal. The total wool export last year was of the 
value of 61,103/., as against 608,711/. for 1899, but there appears 
to have been practically no Natal wool in that exported, as 
the “Gazette” shows that during the year wool to the value of 
53,7221. was imported into Natal from the Transvaal, 21,9121. 
worth from the Orange Colony, 25,8691. worth from Griqualand 
East, and 141/. from Pondoland; or, in other words, wool to the 
value of 101,644/. was sent to Natal from the neighbouring States, 
and only 61,1031. worth was exported. A big decline in the trade 
with the Transvaal is, of course, readily understood, especially 
with regard to the exports of gold (raw) from the Transvaal via 
Natal, which were nil in 1900, as compared with 403,000/. in 1899. 

The Trade Returns as published in the “ Natal Government 
Gazette” are far more complete than formerly, but it should be 
noted that while a table is given distinguishing the countries of 
origin of the imports, there is no corresponding information as to 
the countries of destination of the merchandise exported. 
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The following report on trade routes in Northern Persia 
by Mr. Lindley, Third Secretary at H.M. Legation at| Tehran, has 
been received at the Board of Trade through the Foreign Office :— 

In view of the dislike shown by the Persian trader to the use of 
the new road from Resht to Kasvin (for an account of 
this road, see “ Board of Trade Journal” for 8th March, 1900, 
pp- 539-40), on account of the high tolls levied upon it, con- 
siderable attention is being bestowed on the other trade routes 
from Tehran to the shores of the Caspian. . 

Of these the three most favoured by caravans are :— 

1. That reaching the sea at Serechalus, at the mouth of the River 
Chalus, due north of Tehran, passing by the villages of Scherastanek, 
Gethiser and Valiabad. 

2. That debouching at Serinkala, 25 miles east of Serechalus, 
and passing by the coal district of Germabdar, and the village of 
Baladeh. 

3. That which, passing through Reneh, connects the capital with 
the important centres of Amol, Barfarush, and Meshed-i-Ser, lying 
still further to the east. Of these, the first two suffer from the 
disadvantage of being constantly closed during the winter months. 
They both cross passes of an altitude of 8,000 feet or more, where 
the snow prevents all passage from the middle of November to the 
beginning of April. 

‘The roads present the usual characteristics of mountain high- 
ways in Persia, and compare unfavourably with the paths on a 
well-kept forest in Scotland. That passing by Scherastanek and 
Valiabad is in the best repair of the two, and still bears traces of 
considerable care which was disposed on it in the time of Nasr-ed- 
Din Shah, who constantly used this route in his yearly shooting 
expeditions. The tradition of keeping it in some sort of order has 
not yet been lost, and there even exists a kind of parapet guarding 
the edge of the path where it descends some 2,000 feet in a con- 
tinual zig-zag below Valiabad. 

In spite of the roughness and extreme gradients of these two 
roads, they carry a very heavy traffic during the summer months. 
Nearly ali the charcoal and coal used in Tehran passes over them 
on donkeys, a striking proof of how completely the Russian road 
has failed to meet the requirements for the carriage of those 
articles whose price is dependent on the cost of transport. Little 
else goes by these roads beyond the above-mentioned fuel, and 
such products of Mazanderan as rice and fruits. 

The villages of Serechalus and Serinkala, to which these roads 
finally lead, are not supplied with any appliances of a port beyond 
one shed, where petroleum can be stored for distribution in the 
neighbourhood ; nor do any but occasional traders find it worth 
while to stop—‘“ put in” is an expression which would surely raise 
a smile on the face of any merchant captain who was accustomed 
to risk his cargo in the rowing boats which alone can cross the surf 


Mar. 21, 1901.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 689 


Trade Routes in Northern Persia. 


beating on the shelterless shore of the Southern Caspian. The 
third road, passing by Reneh, and dividing some five miles south 
of Amol into two branches, one going to the latter town and the 
sea at Mahmudabad, and the other to Barfarush and Meshed-i-Ser, 
is far the most important of the three. 

Though in even worse repair than the two first-mentioned, it has 
considerable natural advantages over them. It is seldom blocked 
in winter; some years, in fact, it is not blocked at all. There is 
but one pass—both the other roads have two—and that is a com- 
paratively low and easy one. Throughout its course the gradients 
are much easier than those prevalent on the other roads. 

On the other hand, the rubble formation of the soil for 20 miles 
below Reneh makes travelling dangerous in wet weather and when 
the snows begin to melt. A good many men and animals are said 
to be lost in the course of the year, and this can easily be believed 
by any one who has seen the rocks and stones bounding over and 
falling on the path during the first rains of autumn. The road, too, 
is slightly longer than the other two, and in the summer the 
muleteers complain of the heat, which puts a stop to all except 
through traffic. 

At the present time more and more merchants prefer to export 
and import their goods via this road and Meshed-i-Ser rather than 
pay the tolls levied on the Russian road to Resht, and at the 
beginning of November the road was crowded with caravans. 

Fourteen years ago the project was formed by a rich and 
sanguine Persian merchant, named Hajji Mohammed Hassan, of 
constructing a railway line along this route from Mahmudabad via 
Amol and , ioe to Tehran. This would be shorter than a line 
from Meshed-i-Ser, and Mahmudabad was to supersede the latter 
town as the principal port of North-eastern Persia. Extensive 
buildings in burnt brick were erected at Mahmudabad, and the lines 
were laid, and a train actually ran from that place to Amol, a 
distance of 15 miles. The buildings are still standing, and strike | 
the traveller not a little; they are probably the most substantial 
he has seen outside the capital, and the rails can still be traced 
through the marshy jungle which stretches from Amol to the 
coast. The permanent way is, however, in a deplorable condition ; 
giant brambles block the track for hundreds of yards, the sleepers 
are rotten, the bridges and culverts broken down and the rails 
overturned. Even the muleteers prefer the devious paths of the 
swampy forest to risking their loads among the strange dangers of 
the railway track. 

The immediate cause of the cessation of business on the line was 
. the blowing up of the only locomotive, and the accompanying 
destruction of the negro who had officiated as engine-driver, ticket- 
collector, and station-master. It was found impossible to replace 
either the man or the machine. The real cause of failure was the 
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death of the Hajji, the lack of funds to continue the line to Tehran, 
and the refusal of the Russian Mercury Steamship Company to 
stop their boats at Mahmudabad, an unimportant village with an 
exceptionally bad anchorage, instead of at Meshed-i-Ser, a consider- 
able town with a fair anchorage. 

At the present time, when the talk is all of railways, the old 
project is again .being discussed. There is no doubt among com- 
petent authorities that, as a commercial enterprise, such a railway 
would be doomed to failure, at any rate for a great number of years. 
The existing stretch from Amol to the coast is absolutely valueless, 
and it would presumably be found better to ignore it altogether 
and connect the capital with Barfarush, and Meshed-i-Ser. 

The engineering difficulties appear to the ordinary observer to 
be less formidable than those which present themselves on the 
Resht-Kasvin Road, but the dangerous instability of the mountain 
sides is sufficiently testified by the fate of the great causeway of 
Shah Abbas, of which but few traces remain, and the constantly 
recurring destruction of stretches of the present path. 

A much more promising scheme would be to build a good 
carriage road along this route. From Tehran to Bumahin but 
little would have to be done to the present road, and from that 
village to Meshed-i-Ser the distance is under 100 miles, of which 
the last 40 are on the plain. Such a road would have to be built 
on economical principles, and adequate arrangements made for 
regular wheeled transport of goods. 

There seems no reason why a new and shorter road should not 
profit by the mistakes of its predecessors and capture the carriage 
of the import and export trade of North Persia, besides affording 
facilities to travellers who dislike the dangers of the bar at Enzeli. 

If any real effort is ever made by the Persian Government to 
develop the natural resources of Mazanderan, this road would 
be the first necessity for the transport of the products of the 
province into the interior of the country. It would, however, only 
be one of many. At the present time there is not even a really 
good mule track anywhere on the alluvial plain between Serechalus 
and the Mahmudabad, a distance of 50 miles; nor is there any 
reason to suppose that such exist in other parts of the province. 

Travellers going east and west march along the sea beach. 
Streams are numerous, and when a deep one is encountered 
travellers must follow it up till they find a bridge, fords being 
unknown in the muddy streams of the plain. Generally the bridge, 
when found, is in such a condition that all the loads must be taken 
off and carried over by the drivers; the animals are then driven over, 
and, in the probable event of one or two falling in, there is a fair 
chance of their swimming safely across. 

The paths leading down from the mountains to the sea in a 
northerly direction across the plain, which varies in breadth from 
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1 to 20 miles, are little better than quagmires. Without a guide 
taken from the immediate neighbourhood it is’ not possible to 
follow them. The ordinary muleteer, at home on the hard ground 
of the plateau, is out of his depth in every sense of the word 
among the swamps of the low ground, and sees his animals sink 
to the girths in impotent rage. Such tracks form the only present 
outlet for the mineral wealth said to exist in the province, and-for 
the splendid timber which clothes the lower slopes of the Elburtz. 

Tn consequence of such difficulties of transport each village relies 
almost entirely on its own products. The wants of the people are 
few, and they are supplied with a minimum of labour by the 
wonderful fertility of the soil. A small fraction of the cultivable 
area furnishes the inhabitants with sufficient rice for their needs. 
Hundreds of square miles of alluvial plain is covered with a dense 
growth of marshy vegetation, amongst which the numerous 
villages can scarcely be discovered. The rich fishing industry is 
untouched save in the summer months, when the hardiest of the 
inhabitants venture a few hundred yards from the shore in the 
roughest and most unseaworthy of “dug-out” canoes. A few 
salmon, which abound at the mouths of the rivers, do find their 
way into the Tehran market, but a journey of eight to ten days on 
mule or donkey renders them a doubtful luxury to the European 
consumer. 

Much has been written as to the unhealthiness of the climate of 
Mazanderan and the hostility of its inhabitants to strangers. 
Neither appears to be an insuperable obstacle to the development of 
the province under the supervision of foreigners. 

With regard to the former, winter need not be taken into 
account; it is healthy enough. During the hot weather summer 
quarters can always be found by moving up into the mountains 
which dominate the plain, and there is no reason why Europeans 
should suffer from the climate with health resorts only a day’s 
journey from the scene of their labours. With proper care as to 
the drinking of water and an occasional trip to the hills a summer 
in Mazanderan would be far from insupportable. Nor is there any 
reason to doubt that clearing and cultivation would have their 
usual beneficent effect on the healthiness of the region. 

Mr. Lindley adds that, with regard to the latter, the people did 
not appear the least likely to show any open hostility to foreigners. 
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The figures in the following article, summarised from an article 
which appeared in the “‘ Russki Viedomosti ” (Moscow) of 7th/20th 
February last, by the British Commercial Agent in Russia, show 
how heavily the policy of the German agrarians, if carried into 
effect, will reflect upon the foreign export trade of Russia. 
Almost half of this trade consists of grain, Germany and Great 
Britain occupying the first and almost equal places as receivers :— 


Export of Grain. 
| 
Year. To Germany. To Great Britain. 
Pouds.* Pouds. 
1909 (first 10 months) 80,484.000 78,378,000 


* 62 pouds = 1 ton. 


the value of the export being almost equal to both countries. 

Taking only the four chief cereals, wheat, rye, barley and oats, 
the export from Russia to Great Britain exceeds in quantity and 
value that to Germany. Yet the export trade of Russia to 
Germany is of far greater significance to Russian agriculture than 
the export to Great Britain, grain forming but a portion of the 
agricultural products imported from Russia by Germany. Besides, 
the general export from Russia to Great Britain has of late years 
a strikingly and regularly decreasing, as the following figures 
show :— 


Roubles. 
1898 he ane 139,900,000 
1900 (first 10 months) ... bbe 123,300,000 


while Russia’s export trade to Germany from 1896 exceeds that to 
Great Britain by from 25 to 40 million roubles annually. The 
United States will reap all the advantages of a conflict of tariffs 
between Russia and Germany. The unusual cheapness of sea 
freights (the carriage of aton of grain from New York to Liverpool 
having fallen from 30°68 marks in 1873-75 to 7:9 marks in 
1891-95), the excellent organisation of their grain export, the high 
state of cleanliness of the grain, and homogeneous system ot 
classification are all in favour of the Americans. Thanks, too, to 
wide credit, and the consequent ability to hold grain, Americans 
can place it on the international market at higher prices than 
Russian wheat, the export of which is heaviest just when prices 
are at their lowest. Argentina, too, is a great competitor to Russia, 
thanks to the high yielding capacity of the grain itself, and to the 
paper currency there prevailing, and forming an artificial premium 
on the export of wheat. 

Owing to this increasing competition, Russia, lately exporting 
to Great Britain 40 per cent. of the whole export of Russian 
wheat, has now almost lost the British market. 
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Export of wheat from Russia to Great Britain :— 


Percent, 
1888-92 67,774,000 pouds annually 40 
1897 ... 45,232,000 __,, 21 
1898 ... 24,647,000 __,, 13 
11 
1900 (first 10 months) 12,763,000 __,, iM 13 


The same declining influence has been exercised, by this com- 
petition of other countries, on Russia’s exports of grain to 
Germany. From 1887-91 Russia exported to Germany 54 per cent. 
of the total amount of grain imported by Germany from all 
countries, while from 1895-99 it was only 40 per cent. Meanwhile, 
the United States, appearing on the German market much later 
than Russia, raised their export of wheat to Germany from 
34,000,000 marks in 1894, to 94,000,000 in 1899, and maize from 
24,000,000 to 104,000,000. If, then, under conditions hitherto 
prevailing, Russia has suffered so much from the competition of 
her rivals, what lies before her with still further raised duties and 
sharper competition. 


THE TRADE OF FRENCH COLONIES IN 1899. 


' The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a despatch, dated 24th ult., from H.M. Ambassador at 
Paris, transmitting a series of tables published by the Colonial 
Bureau attached to the Ministry of Colonies, giving the statistics 
of the trade of the French Colonies and Protectorates, Algeria and 
Tunis excepted, during the year 1899. From these statistics it 
appears that the total trade of the French possessions in that year 
amounted to 26,226,8501., of which 13,822,628/. repr. sents the value 
of the imports and 12,406,630/. the value of the exports, the latter 
showing an increase of 3,157,000/. compared with the year 1898, . 

The Colonies which have contributed most to this increase in 


the total trade are :— £ 
Cochin China and Cambodia ... a? 570,600 
Senegal... 
Madagascar... 
French Guinea ... ss 326,150 


There has, however, been a falling off in the general trade of 
Réunion and St. Pierre and Miquelon in 1899, the value of the 
imports and exports combined showing in the case of Réunion a 
decrease of 98,8001., and of 23,350/. for St. Pierre and Miquelon, 
as compared with the preceding year. 

The Colonies whose exports exceed the imports, taken in their 
order of importance, are Cochin China and Cambodia, (with an 
excess of about 1,800,000/.), then French India, Tahiti, Annam, 


Dahomey, and Mayotte. The value of the imports from France 
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into her Colonies amounted to 7,124,800/. as compared with 
6,174,500/.. from foreign countries, while the exports to France 
amounted to 5,430,1501., and to foreign countries 6,673,5501. 

The following tables give more detailed particulars of the trade 


of the various Colonies and Protectorates :— 


Imports. 
From From 
Into. Baca French Foreign Total. 
Colonies. Countries. 
Francs. Francs. | Francs. Francs. 
Martinique... ... 12,693,838 | 1,487,789 | 12,822,899 || 27,004,526 
Guadeloupe “ 8,804,824 881,229 9,469,698 19,155,751 
Réunion ‘ tae ...| 12,866,492 | 2,958,043 5,131,808 20,956,343 
Senegal... ...| 30,702,516 | 3,727,401 15,629,917 || 50,059,834 
Guiana (French) ... | 8,800,609 337,982 2,961,140 12,099,731 
St. Pierre and Miquelon ...) 7,490,385 460,885 4,944,059 12,895,329 
India (French) 1,488,188 41,848 3,280,968 4,814,004 
New Caledonia | 6,275,796 369,403 4,312,999 || 10,958,198 
Tahiti ee 328,825 257 2,532,351 || 2,861,433 
Cochin Chinaand Cambodia! 28,939,363 485,825 86,809,047 || 66,234,008 
Annam 824,458 3,349,109 | 4,173,567 
Tonkin 24,669,104 282,844 20,064,970 | 45,016,918 
Guinea (French) -... «e.| 3,980,004 145,893 11,315,813 || 15,441,710 
Ivory Coast... 1,453,575 168,451 4,757,860 | 6,379,886 
Dahomey ... 1,804,463 20 10,544,488 | 12,348,971 
Congo... ; | 2,436,855 19,091 4,234,317 | 6,690,263 
Mayotte “ 183,055 109,920 268,645 | 561,621 
24,877,357 | 1,602,511 1,936,746 27,916,614 
Total Francs. 178,119,707 | 18,079,392 | 154,366,834 || 345,565,707 
£ 7,124,788 523,176 6,174,673 13,822,628 
Exports. 
To To 
From To France. French Foreign Total. 
Colonies. Countries. 
Francs. Francs. Francs. Francs. 
Martinique ... i .-.| 24,212,270 721,984 1,668,893 26,603,147 
Guadeloupe Son ..| 17,701,668 780,429 225,461 18,707,558 
Réunion .... 14,348,941 867,563 140,971 15,357,475 
Senegal 17,927,210 321,108 5,298,107 23,546,425 
Guiana (French) ... ad 6,447,252 20,021 376,803 6,844,076 
St. Pierre and Miquelon 11,868.599 | 1,333,153 | 2,216,715 || 15,418,467 
India (French)... --| 2,983,083 978,238 5,322,029 9,283,350 
New Caledonia... 3,480,392 748 5,432,057 8,913,197 
Tahiti 416,994 3,111,489 3,528,483 
Cochin Chinaand Cambodia; 19,101,860 1,564,140 | 90,338,950 || 111,004,950 
Annam 727,401 5,840,090 6,567,491 
Tonkin 2,113,596 39,586 | 18,211,665 || 20,364,847 
Guinea (French) ...... 747,373 214,475 8,499,648 || 9,461,496 
Ivory Coast we «..| 2,605,440 22,515 3,235,300 5,863,255 
Dahomey ..| 3,483,705 8,090 | 9,278,395 || 12,720,190 
Congo 1,608,173 515 5,016,358 6,625,041 
Mayotte... Zs 1,191,705 93,857 24,370 1,309,933 
ies PS 4,838,292 606,843 2,601,273 8,046,408 
Total { Franes| 135,753,954 7,573,265 | 166,838,519 || 310,165,739 
1 £| 5,480,158 302,981 6,673,541 || 12,406,630 


EOE 
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ANNUAL MEETING OF THE ASSOCIATION OF 
CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE. 

The forty-first annual meeting of the Association of Chambers 
of Commerce of the United Kingdom was held at the Hotel 
Metropole, London, on the 12th, 13th, and 14th inst., the chair 
being taken each day by Lord Avebury (President). 

The following is a list of the resolutions submitted :— 


Trade with China (Middlesbrough). 

“That in the opinion of the Associated Chambers it is essential 
that His Majesty's Government should take adequate measures for 
the safeguarding of the vast commercial and political interests of 
the British Empire in China, and that in connection with the 
settlement following the recent hostilities reparation should be 
sought in increased facilities for trade rather than by a money 
indemnity. 

“That copies of this resolution be sent to the Marquis of Salisbury 
and to the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and that the 
latter be requested to receive a deputation on the subject.” 

Carried unanimously. 


Indian Railways and Irrigation (Blackburn). 
“That this Association whilst re-affirming the past resolutions 
on the necessity of the extension of railways in India, would, in 


consequence of the deplorable recurrence of famines by drought, — 


urge upon His Majesty’s Government the importance of the 
immediate consideration of the further development of irrigation 
works.” 

Carried unanimously. 


Commercial Relations with our Colonies and Dependencies (Hulifax). 

“That this meeting strongly supports the resolution carried 
unanimously at the Fourth Congress of the Chambers of Commerce 
of the Empire, stating ‘ that this Congress urges upon His Majesty’s 
Government the appointment by them of a Royal Commission 
composed of representatives of Great Britain and the Colonies and 
India, to consider the possibilities of increasing and strengthening 
the trade relations between the different portions of the Empire,’ 
and that a deputation be appointed by this Association to wait 
upon the Prime Minister, the Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
and the President of the Board of Trade to lay the question fully 
before them.” 

Carried, 

Most-Favoured-Nation British Colonies (Paris, British 
Thamber). 

“That, as the French law on Colonial produce cannot be 
postponed beyond the 24th February, 1902, His Majesty’s 
Government should endeavour without delay to conclude an 
arrangement with France, which will allow British Colonial and 
Indian produce to come in under the tariff minimum.” 

Carried unanimously. 
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British Consuls in France (Paris, British Chamber). 

“That the attention of His Majesty's Government be called to 
the fact that there are no British Consuls or Consular Agents to 
watch after British interests in such important manufacturing 
districts as Lille, Douai, Roubaix, Tourcoing, Sedan, &c., in which 
the cotton and woollen goods, and iron and steel manufacturers are 
so deeply interested; that there are no British reports in 
existence accessible to the public on the growth and trade of 
those districts beyond a report on the trade of Roubaix in 1886; 
and that, in the opinion of the Association, our Consular service in 
France should be revised so as to cover all the chief manufacturing 
districts.” 

Carried unanimously. 

French Customs Experts Question (Paris, British Chamber). 

“That, in view of later developments in the French Customs 
experts question, His Majesty's Government be requested to address 
further representations to the French Government in order to secure 
the re-instatement of British subjects on the official list of experts 
called upon to decide disputes between importers or their agents 
and the French Customs Authorities.” 

Carried unanimously. 


Commercial Education (Liverpool). 
Technical Commercial Education (Halifaz). 

“ That this Association is of opinion that the utmost effort should 
be made by the Chambers of Commerce of the United Kingdom 
to encourage commercial education. That, pending the creation 
of a really National system of secondary education, this Association 
thanks the Government for having brought the subject under the 
consideration of Parliament last session, and urges His Majesty’s 
Government to reintroduce the Bill immediately ; and as the pro- 
vision of technical including commercial education is of so great 
importance to Chambers of Commerce, it is the opinion of this 
Association that on the Education Committee referred to in any 
such Bill, it is desirable for the Chambers of Commerce to be directly 
represented.” 

Carried. 

Export of Coal (South of Scotland). 

“‘ Considering that the future prosperity of Great Britain lies in 
her power of manufacture, and that coal produces the power by 
which manufactures can be carried on, it is expedient that the 
subject of the continued exportation of coal be now considered.” 

Rejected. 


Municipal Trading (London). 

“That this Association urges upon His Majesty’s Government 
the desirability of the re-appointment of the Joint Committee of 
both Houses of Parliament to consider and report as to the prin- 
ciples which should govern powers given by Bills and Provisional 
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Orders to Municipal and other local authorities for industrial 
enterprise within or without the area of their jurisdiction.” 

Upon a vote by Chambers, there were 37 votes for and 23 against 
the motion. The majority was insufficient to allow of any action 
being taken. 

Bankruptcy Law Amendment (Hdinburgh). 

“That this Association is of opinion that section 8 of the Bank- 
ruptcy Act, 1890, should be applied with greater stringency, by 
refusing to grant orders of discharge in cases where debtors have 
failed to keep proper books of account.” 

Carried by a large majority. 


Bankruptcy Law Amendment (Luton). 

“That it is desirable to supplement the present system of 
applications for discharge in Bankruptcy, by providing that the 
Official Receiver in England, and the Accountant in Bankruptcy 
in Scotland, shall within six months, or within such extended time 
as the Court shall allow after the public examination, present a 
report as to the debtor’s conduct relative to his affairs, and that 
if after such report it be proved that the debtor has been guilty of 
misconduct, the Court be empowered to inflict such summary 
punishment and impose such disabilities as may be deemed 
expedient.” 

Carried by a large majority. 

County Courts Jurisdiction (Newcastle and Gateshead). 

“Notice having been given by Sir James Woodhouse, M.P., 
that extension of the jurisdiction of County Courts is desirable 
that this Association urgently requests all members of the House 
of Commons, members of this Association, to support same ; and 
if carried, that the Executive Council should take steps to secure 
the introduction of a measure into Parliament during the present 
Session, for the extension of the jurisdiction of County Courts ; 


that the leaders of both Houses of Parliament be requested to — 


render assistance in passing the measure in order that it may 
become law.” 
Carried unanimously. 


Legal Business in the Long Vacation (Belfast). 

“ That the almost entire block of the business of the Law Courts 
and offices, both contentious and administrative, during so extended 
a period as the Long Vacation, is vexatious and unreasonable, and 
that the legal vacations should be materially shortened and better 
provision made for the conduct of current business during such 
periods.” 

Carried. 

Status of the Board of Trade (London). 

“That, having regard to the great importance of the work dealt 

with by the Board of Trade, this Association is of opinion that it 
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is essential that the status of that department be put on a level 
with that of the Home Office and the other great spending 
departments.” 

Rejected. 

Commercial Party in the House of Commons (Dublin). 

“ That this Association is of opinion that legislation on commercial 
subjects would be greatly facilitated if the members of the House 
of Commons were to form a Commercial Party of all Political Parties, 
to deal with such questions, and they would ask the Executive 
Council of this Association to endeavour to carry out this project.” 

Carried unanimously. 

Private Bill Legislation (London). 

“That this Association is of opinion that, in the interest of all 
commercial undertakings which are under the necessity of applying 
to Parliament, it is desirable that steps should be taken to reduce 
the cost and lessen the time now lost in getting a Private Bill 
through the Committee of the Lords and Commons.” 

Carried unanimously. 

Parliamentary Procedure (London). 

“ That it is desirable that the practice of the House of Commons 
should be amended so that Bills which have passed the second 
reading in any one Session, but have not become law, may be 
taken up at the next stage in the succeeding Session of the same 
Parliament.” 

Carried unanimously. 


Factories and Workshops Acts (Huddersfield). 
“That a Memorial be forwarded to the Home Secretary in 
favour of the consolidation of the Factories and Workshops Acts.” 
Carried unanimously. 


Registration offFirms (Manchester). 
_ . “That this Association, convinced of the necessity of providing 
without delay for the registration of members of partnerships, 
requests the Executive Council to arrange for the introduction 
into Parliament of a Bill for this purpose, with such amendments 
in the Bill of last Session as may seem desirable, having especial 
regard to the objections raised before the Select Committee to 
which that proposed measure was referred.” : 
Carried with one dissentient. 
Patent Acts (Manchester). 

“ That serious injury is inflicted upon British and Colonial 
industry and commerce in consequence of certain grave defects in 
our Patent Law. That this meeting requests the Chambers, 
especially those representing the industrial districts, to consider 
the whole question of Patent Law reform with a view to a full 
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discussion of the subject at the next autumnal meeting of the 
Association at Nottingham.” : 
Carried unanimously. 


; Trade Marks Bill (London). 

“That this Association re-affirms the resolution unanimously 
passed at its previous meeting supporting the action of the London 
Chamber of Commerce in introducing a Bill to amend the present 
Acts relating to trade marks, and urging upon the Board of ‘Trade 
the institution of an immediate enquiry into the unsatisfactory 
working of the present law, with a view to adequate legislation 
thereon.” 

Carried unanimously. 


Trade Mark Procedure (Sheffield). 

“ That in the opinion of this Assoviation the present practice of 
granting costs in cases of opposition to trade marks is very unfair 
both to applicants, who are unjustly opposed, and to owners: of 
existing trade marks who are forced by improper applications to 
defend their rights. 

“The Association is therefore of opinion that the authorities by 
whom oppositions to registered trade marks are determined, should 
have power to award the reasonable costs in connection with the 
opposition to the successful party.” 

Carried unanimously. 


Metric System (Liverpool). 

“ That a small committee be appointed to consider in what way 
the metric system can be adopted to British traditional usages, and 
what steps can best be taken to introduce the system into practical 
use.” 

Carried unanimously. 


Metric System (Sheffield). 
“ That in the opinion of this Association it is necessary, in order 
to promote knowledge of the metric system of weights, measures 
and money among the people, that the Education Department 
should require His Majesty’s Inspectors to hold a real and effective 
examination of scholars in this system in the Public Elementary 
Schools, and that a deputation of this Association do wait upon the 
Vice-President of the Committee of Council on Education and.-edll 
his attention to the necessity of such examinations by His 
Majesty’s Inspectors.” 
Carried. 


Inland Waterways (Bristol). 

“ This Association, re-affirming its conviction that the improv 
ment and development of the internal waterways of the United. 
Kingdom is a matter of urgent necessity, and in accordance with a 
suggestion made by the President of the Board of Trade, agrees to 
nominate u representative committee to formulate proposals with 


| 
: 
q 

| 


700 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [ Mar. 21, 1901. 


Annual Meeting of the Association of Chambers of Commerce. 


regard to the ‘subject, and that the Executive Council be requested 
to press the matter upon the attention of the Government.” 
arried unanimously. 
Maritime Brokerage in France (Cardiff). 

--“ That the meeting expresses its regret that the Tribunals and 
Chambers of Commerce of Havre, Rouen and Dunkirk have 
declined to recommend any reduction on the brokerage dues levied 
by maritime brokers in France, and begs to move that the question 
be re-opened and representations made to the French Chambers 
concerned, respectfully urging a substantial reduction of the fees 
now charged.” 

Carried unanimously. 


Lighthouse Boards (Hdinburgh, Leith). 

* That this Association desires to re-affirm its opinion that the 
Lighthouse Boards, as at present constituted, are not adapted to 
promote efficient and economical administration, and seeing that 
the recent appointment of an Advisory Committee will not meet 
the requirements of the case, particularly of the Scottish and Irish 
Boards, resolves that the Executive Council be requested to press 
upon His Majesty’s Government the urgent necessity of such 

being made as will provide for a proper representation on 
those Boards of shipowners, merchants and nautical men.” 

Carried. 

Lighthouse Communication (Fastnet, Smalls) (Liverpool). 

“That this Association respectfully urges that His Majesty’s 
Government should complete their arrangements for the electrical 
communication of the lighthouses and lightships of the United 
Kingdom with the telegraph system of the kingdom, either by 
cable or by wireless telegraphy, and in addition that they should 

for the establishment of day and night signal stations 
at. important points on the coasts, such as the Fastnet and the 
Smalls.” 

Carried unanimously. 

Imperial Telegraphic Communication (Newcastle and Gateshead). 

“That whilst expressing satisfaction that after numerous delays 
the negotiations connected with the formation of an All-British 
Pacific Cable have progressed sufficiently to enable a contract for 
laying the same to be entered into, this Association would strongly 
urge on His Majesty’s Government the absolute necessity that 
exists, both on account of the defence of the Empire and the pro- 
motion of its commerce, that immediate efforts should be made, and 
actively continued until all parts of the Empire, whether Colonies 
or dependencies, have lines of telegraphic communication with 
each other as well as with the Mother Country without such lines 
passing through any Foreign Countries or possessions. That every 
reasonable support be given by this Association to the Imperial 
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Telegraph Committee of the House of Commons in their efforts to 
promote enquiry :— 

“1. Into the questions of telegraphic communication between 
the different parts of the Empire, and the charges for the 
same, with a view to increased efficiency and economy in 
the telegraph service for commercial purposes ; and 

“2. Into the cable arrangements for Imperial Defence.” 

Carried unanimously. 

Cape Mails (Wukefield). 

“That, having regard to the increase in the volume of correspon- 
dence between this country and South Africa, it is essential that 
the Cape Mail service to all parts of this country should be 
accelerated as much as possible, That a copy of this resolution be 
sent to the Postmaster-General.” 

Carried unanimously. 


Telegraphic and ne —— with the Continent 

iverpool). 

“That in view of the growing trade of this Country with the 
Continent of Europe, and of the active competition for such trade 
which its merchants have to maintain with those of other countries, 
His Majesty’s Government be strongly urged by the Association to 
establish, without any further delay, additional and improved 
cables between the United Kingdom and the Continent, and to 
arrange for more direct wires to principal European centres of 
commerce and manufacture.” : 

Carried. 

Telegraphic and Telephonic Communication (Liverpool). 

“That, in order to meet the pressing requirements of trade, a 
more efficient telegraphic and telephonic service between the 
commercial and manufacturing centres of the United Kingdom is 
imperatively necessary. That in certain districts the usefulness 
of the trunk telephone service is much impaired by its inadequacy 
to meet the demands made upon it, and this meeting believes that 
if increased facilities were provided, and the delays at present 
experienced in obtaining communication avoided, the volume cf 
business on the wires would be immensely increased, to the gr+at 


benefit of the general trade of the country and of the Post Offce 
department itself.” 


Carried unanimously. 


Postage of Circulars (Walsall). 

‘That this Association, considermg the present of 
the Post Office regarding the posting of circulars produced in 
imitation of typewriting mos’ un-atisfactory, requests the Post- 
master-General to rescind them and to place such documents in the 


same category as printed and lithographed circalar: and other 
reproductions.” 


Carried unanimously. 


q 
q 
| 
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Trustees’ Investment Powers (Liverpool). 

“That this Association respectfully requests His Majesty’s 
Government to introduce a Bill into Parliament next Session 
providing for the assimilation and extension of the statutory 
powers of trustees for the investment of trust funds.” 

Carried unanimously. 


Russian Hemp (Hull). 

“That the Foreign Office be requested to direct the attention of 
the Russian Government to the great abuses which have arisen 
during the past few years, in the cleaning, packing and markin 
of Russian hemp and tow, and to urge that a law be pass 
Ps hal the same, similar to that recently enacted in regard to 

ax. 

Carried unanimously. 

Mortgages of Mills (Stroud). 

“That the law relating to machinery in mortgaged mill 
premises is unfair to ordinary creditors and requires amendment 
in the case of an owner (not an Incorporated Company) being also 
the occupier thereof, inasmuch as the mortgagee of such premises 
can claim all machines affixed even slightly to the premises, and 
thereby in the event of a failure exclude ordinary creditors from 
sharing in what frequently constitutes a large proportion of the 
assets.” 

Carried. 

Tare Limit of Motor Waggons (Liverpool). ‘ 

“ That, whereas it has been proved by four years’ experience that 
a motor waggon built under the three-ton limit of tare, imposed 
by the Locomotives on Highways Act, 1896, is only capable, even 
under favourable conditions of road services and gradients, of 
carrying a maximum load of four tons of goods, and whereas 
everyday commercial requirements in goods haulage necessitate the 
regular conveyance of Joads greatly in excess of this weight, a 
memorial be drawn up and presented to the President of the Local 
‘Government Board, urging the removal of the present limit, and 
the substitution of a limit upon the total weight per inch width of 
tyre per wheel.” 

Carried. 

Voting Powers of Limited Companies in Local Government 
Elections (London). 

“That this Association urges uvon His Majesty’s Government 
the desirability of introducing a Bill to secure the franchise in 
municipal and other local elections for L'mited Liability Com- 
panies.” 

- Not carried. 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


NEW ZEALAND. 


The “New Zealand Trade Review and Prices Current” of 19th 
Tariff January last contains the following list of 
Detisions. Decisions, affecting the tariff classification of 
various articles, recently issued by the Com- 

missioner of Trade and Customs of the Colony :— 


Articles, and how classed. Rate of Duty. 

Ambulance wagon ; as surgical appliances ... Free. 
Brilliantine hair restorer (containing 48 per cent. ‘of proof 

spirit) ; as spirits, &c. 16s, the liquid gallon. 
Carbolie acid No. 1 and No. 2, inl lb. “and bb. bottles ; as 

carbolic acid in bulk . Free. 
Engines and boilers, specially imported for mining dredges; 3 

as engines and boilers for mining oa 5 per cent. ad val. 
*Fly-papeis as insecticides ... Free, 
Rubber frame-protectors, for bicycles ; as articles not 

otherwise enumerated in the Tariff... ” 
*Straw plait and imitation straw plait, for hat and bonnet 

making ; as articles and materials suited only for, and to 

be used solely in, the fabrication of goods in the Colony.. 3 


* Revised decisions. 


SEYCHELLES ISLANDS. 


A copy has been received at the Board of Trade of an Ordinance 
Prohibition of No. 18 of i200), passed by the Legislative 
of the Seychelles Islands on the 21st 


by ust last, empow ering the Administrator, 
Ammunition, &c. roclamation, from time to time, to prohibit, 


p generally or to any port or place specified 
in such Proclamation, the exportation from the Colony of all or 
any of the following articles :— 

All arms; ammunition; explosives; ingredients used in the 
manufacture of explosives; military and naval stores; marine 
engines; screw propellers; paddle wheels; cylinders; cranks; 
shafts; boilers; tubes for boilers ; boiler plates ; fire-bars ; every 
article, or any other component of any engine or boiler, or any 
article whatsoever which is, can be, or may become applicable to 
the manufacture of marine machinery ; torpedoes ; torpedo boats ; 
all apparatus for projecting inflammable materials or firing 
torpedoes ; boats fitted with apparatus to be used for torpedoes ; 
pumps or other machinery intended to be used for projecting 
inflammable materials; machinery intended to be used in the 
construction of torpedoes or torpedo boats. . 


| 
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So far as the Board of Trade are aware, no such Proclamation 
has as yet been issued. 


The Board have 900), dated 18 of 

. ; e 15th June last, providing that 

goods imported for the use of the 

of hradirees of the Colony, shall be free of Customs duty, 

Atuiniotes: and that the Administrator shall be entitled to 

- receive a drawback, equal to the amount of 

the duties paid thereon, upon all articles supplied to him by any 
importer or trader in the Seychelles Islands. 


FRANCE. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copies of certain Circulars recently issued by the 
Customs Decisions. French Customs Department for the informa- 
tion of their officers, containing the following 
Decisions affecting the application of the French Customs Tariff :— 
Cotton tissues with stripes or checks—These tissues, if manu- 
factured on the ordinary loom, are not to be assimilated to tissues 
with patterns or designs woven with the Jacquard or other 
auxiliary apparatus. As in the case of other tissues manufactured 
on the ordinary loom, they will be dutiable as figured tissues if 
more than 6 lifting-bars (‘‘ lames”) have been used in their manu- 
facture, and as plain tissues in the contrary case. 


Hand-screens of wood, rush, or bamboo and paper.—If at least 18 
cmm. in length (including the handle) and not more than 35 
cemm. (not including the handle), these articles are to be duti- 
able under No. 643 of the Tariff at the Minimum Tariff rate of 
300 frs. per 100 kilogs., net. If less than 18 cmm. (including 
the handle) or more than 35 cmm. (not including the handle) 
in length, they are to be dutiable under No. 646 at the Minimum 
Tariff rate of 60 frs. per 100 kilogs., net. 

Temporary admission of dried chicory.—In respect of dried 
chicory imported under “temporary admission ” conditions in order 
to be roasted and ground, the proportion of moisture allowed has 
been increased to 15 per cent., subject to the reservation that, in 
the case of chicory powders containing more than 10 per cent. of 
moisture, the discharge of the “temporary admission ” obligation 
for each 100 kilogs. of dried chicory imported must be effected by 
the exportation ot 90 kilogs. of roasted and ground chicory instead 
of 85 kilogs., when the chicory does not contain more than 10 per 
cent. of moisture. 


\ 
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Imports of coffee from the Ivory Coast and of coffee and cocoa from 
the Oongo District.—These products, up to certain specified quanti- 
ties annually (see “ Board of Trade Journal” for the 21st ult., 
p- 456), are admitted into France at the following reduced rates of 
duty :— 


Frs. Cts. 
Coffee from the Ivory Coast... ‘és 100 kilogs. 58 00 


» Congo District 124 00 
Cocoa ” ” ” ” see ” 95 00 
PORTUGAL. 


The Board of Trade mane my ae oe the Foreign Office, a 

translation of a Portuguese Royal Decree, 

Tare Allowance dated the 2lst ult., aaa published in the 

Diario do Governo,” reducing the percentages 

7 for the computation by legal tare of the dutiable 

weight of tea imported in chests or cases, single, double, or matted. 

The legal tare to be deducted from the gross weight of the above- 

mentioned packages of tea, in order to determine the net weight 

dutiable under the Tariff, is now fixed at 23 per cent. of the gross 
weight. 


SPAIN. 
The following notice appears in the “‘ London Gazette ” of Tuesday 
Introduction of “ With a view to obviating the inconvenience 
Firearms. 


caused to British travellers entering Spain by 
ignorance of the regulations governing the introduction of fire- 
arms into that country, H.M. Ambassador at Madrid has forwarded 
the following information on the subject to H.M. Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs :— 

“Travellers entering Spain with fire-arms must in all cases 
obtain a permit from the Governor of the Province of the place of 
entry. ‘These permits are obtainable on application through one 
of H.M. Consular Officers. 

“On receipt of the permit, the duties, as stated under numbers 
69, 70, and 71 of the Custom House Tariff, have to be paid. 

* As, however, under Royal Orders of 23rd June, 1900, and 
26th January, 1901, exception is made in favour of guns 
temporarily imported by sportsmen, travellers in possession of 
permits whose stay in Spain does not exceed six months, can 
obtain passes at the custom houses which hold good for that 
time, by registering the fuil description of their weapons,” 


706 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Mar. 21, 1901, 


Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 


_The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
translation of a Spanish Royal Decree, dated 


a aeneaenn the 23rd ult., providing that, until a special 
aici onl class has been created in the Customs Tariff for 
Liquid Denatured solidified alcohol, the product in question is to 
be dutiable, as will also liquid denatured 


Alcohol. alcohol, under No. 352 of the Tariff at the rate 
of 160 pes. per hectol. (5s. 93d. per gal.), one kilog. of solidified 
alcohol, net weight, being taken as equivalent to one litre. Both 
the above-mentioned products will also be subject to the tax of 
37 pes. 50 cts. per hectol. of liquid (ls. 44d. per gal.) leviable, 
in addition to the import duty proper. on all alcohols and industrial 
products having an alcoholic base. The packing cases containing 
these products will be dutiable under the Tariff sections applicable 
to them. 


A translation has also been received, from the same source, of a 
Royal Decree, dated the 23rd ult., providing 

Ree ny om of that the Customs duties on salt cod imported 
_ €s On in bales are to be assessed after deduction has 


Salt Cod 
Packed in Bal been made for the weight of the straw contained 
in Bales. i, the said bales. 


The Board have also received a translation of a Spanish Customs 
Circular, dated the 13th ult., directing that 


Cl fication of brass or bronze wire, of any thickness, 
Copper ae or used for the manufacture of wire gauze, shall 


Wire Gauze be classed, for assessment of import duty, under 

: No. 78 of the Customs Tariff. The Minimum 
Tariff rate on such wire (applicable to imports from the United 
Kingdom) is, accordingly, 40 pesetas per 100 kilogs., or 16s. 3d. 
per cwt. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 170 of the 
am “ Journal” for the 26th April last, respectin 
ag the rates of additional duties to be levied in the 
Belvian United States on Belgian sugars, the Board of 
Igian Sugar. rade have now received a copy of the following 
Circular issued by the United States Treasury Department on the 
14th ult. :-— 
“In pursuance of the provisions of sect. 5 of the Act of 24th 
“ July, 1897, the following net amounts of bounties paid or be- 
** stowed by Belgium on the export of sugars are hereby declared 
“ for the assessment and liquidation of additional duties, viz. :-— 
“ For raw sugar... 3°90 francs per 100 kilogs. 
“ For refined sugar... 4-40 francs per 100 kilogs.” 
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Further, with reference to the notice which appeared at p. 557 of 
em the “ Journal” for the 14th June last, relative to 
a ip the suspension of the collection of additional 
yt ow duties on Russian sugars imported into the 
United States, and to the notice at p. 458 of 
the issue for 21st February last, relative to the re-imposition of 
additional duties on Russian refined sugar, the Board of Trade 
have also received a copy of the following Circular, issued by the 
United States Treasury Department, under date 14th February, 
1901, re-imposing additional (or countervailing) duties on Russian 
raw sugars :— 

‘In pursuance of the provisions of sect. 5 of the Act of 24th 
“ July, 1897, the following net amounts of bounties paid or be- 
‘“‘ stowed by Russia on the export of sugars are hereby declared 

“ for the assessment and liquidation of additional duties, viz. :— 
“1. On sugar testing not less than 99 per cent., ‘50 rouble 

“ per poud. 
“2. On sugar testing not less than 88 per cent., 44 rouble 
“ per poud., 
“3. On sugar testing less than 88 per cent., ‘38 rouble per 
poud.” 


Russian Sugar. 


The following is a list of some Decisions affecting the application 
Suttiinn of the United States Customs Tariff, which 
Decisions have recently been issued by the Treasury 

, Department at Washington for the guidance of 

United States Customs Officers and others :— 

Sealskins in transit.—Sealskins, the importation of which is 
prohibited under Act of December, 1897, may be forwarded in 
transit through the United States under transportation and 
exportation entries for shipment abroad. 

Drawback on leather belting.—It has been decided that on the 
exportation of leather belting manufactured from belting butts, 
made from imported raw hides on which duty at the rate of 
15 per cent. ad valorem has been paid under paragraph 437 of the 
Tariff, a drawback is to be allowed equal in amount to the duties 
paid on such imported material used. 

Wool grease.—Refined wool grease is not dutiable at the rate o 
4 cent per lb. under the provision for wool grease in paragraph 
279 of the Tariff, but is dutiable as a rendered oil, under para- 
graph 38, at the rate of 25 per cent. ad valorem. 

Manufactures. of garnet.—Counter pivots or bearing surfaces for 
musical boxes, or for cap jewels, &c., in electrical instruments, 
composed of garnet, cut cabochon—or oval on one side and flat on 
the other—polished, and about a quarter of an inch in diameter, 
and which are not suitable for use as watch or clock jewels, are 
dutiable at 50 per cent. ad valorem under the provisions of ,para= 
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graph 115 of the Tariff, and not at 10 per cent. or 20 per cent. ad 
valorem, under the provisions of paragraph 435. 

Celluloid knitting needles and crochet needles—Celluloid knitting 
needles and crochet needles are dutiable at the rate of 25 per cent. 
ad valorem under the specific provision in paragraph 165 of the 
Tariff for needles of those varieties, and not under the provision in 
paragraph 17 for “all compounds of pyroxylin, whether known as 
celluloid or by any other name, . . ._ if in finished or partly 
finished articles.” 

Foxberries not dutiable as cranberries.—Foxberries, known some- 

times as mountain cranberries, lowbush cranberries, cowberries and 
wolfberries, which are imported from Canada, where they grow 
wild on small bushes, are known in trade and commerce as distinct 
articles, aud do not appear to be known botanically as cranberries. 
They are dutiable under paragraph 262 of the Tariff as “berries, 
edible, in their natural condition.” and not as “ cranberries,” and 
are not free of duty under paragraph 559, which provides for “fruits 
or berries, green, ripe, or dried, and fruits in brine, not specially 
provided for.” 
Measuring tapes.— Flax measuring tapes, not composed in chief part 
of metal, are dutiable at the rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem under 
paragraph 347 of the Tariff. When composed of metal and flax, 
the metal being of chief value, they are dutiable at the same rate 
under paragraph 193. 

Curtain Corners.—Rules governing the free entry of so-called 
“curtain corners” as samples:— =~ 

1. Curtain corners not exceeding 1? yards in length, although 
exhibiting a complete design, if imported under circumstances 
showing beyond doubt that they are intended as samples, and 
bearing unmistakeable characteristics of samples, are free of duty 
under Article 561 of the Customs Regulations of 1899, as it is 
shown that such corners are clipped from every 12 pairs of curtains, 
and are included in the price of the curtains which they represent, 
duty being assessed on the appraised value of the whole curtains 
on their importation into the United States. 

2. Where such so-called samples are imported in larger quantities 
than would be necessary for sample purposes, they are to be treated 
as separate importations, and appraised and assessed with duty on 
the appraised value, leaving the importers, if dissatisfied, to their 
remedy under the provisions of section 14 of the Act of 10th June, 
1890. 

3. Swiss curtain corners exceeding 1} yards in length, whether 
included or rot in the price of the curtains they represent, are also 
to be treated as separate importations, and appraised and assessed 
with duty on their appraised value. 

‘ 4, All other curtain corners, irrespective of size, such as 
Nottingham corners, Brussels corners, Renaissance corners, &c., 
are to be appraised and duty assessed on their appraised value. 
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5. In cases, however, where doubt exists as to whether the 
articles are actually samples, or, if being samples they are not 
imported as such, duty is to be assessed thereon, and the importers 
left to their remedy under the Act of 1890, as aforesaid. 

Saginaw established as an immediale-transportation port.—By an 
Act of Congress, approved 11th February, 1901, the privileges of the 
7th section of the Act of 10th June, 1880, governing the immediate 
transportation of dutiable merchandise without appraisement, are 
extended to Saginaw, Michigan. . 

Models of invention.—A model, although capable of operation in 
the manufacture of articles, if it is diminutive, is imported as a 
model, has no commercial value in the trade, and is incapable of 
oe use, is free of duty under paragraph 616 of the 

ariff. 

Drawback on films, dry plates, and photographic paper.—On the 
exportation of “transparent negative films,” the body of which is 
of domestic manufacture, and of “dry plates,” and “ photographic 
paper,” manufactured, respectively, with the use wholly of imported 
glass, or of paper imported either in the plain state or baryta 
coated, all having been subjected to the sensitizing process by the 
application of an emulsion in which imported gelatin entered as an 
ingredient, a drawback will be allowed equal in amount to the 
duties paid on the imported materials so used, less the legal 
deduction of 1 per cent. 

Goods lost overboard after importation— What constitutes importa- 
tion.—The Board of General Appraisers have recently given a 
decision to the effect that an importation is complete when goods 
are brought within the limits of a port of entry, with the intention 
of unlading them there, and that the right of the Government to 
duties accrues immediately upon importation. It is immaterial if, 
before being unladen from the vessel, the merchandise is lost 
overboard, so that the Customs officers are unable to retain control 
over it. 

Silk printed piece-qoods not dutiable as handkerchiefs or mufiers.— 
All silk fabrics weighing over 14 ounces and not more than 
8 ounces per square yard, imported in pieces, from about 40 to 62 
yards in length and 22 to 32 inches in width, with designs or 
patterns printed thereon at regular intervals, but having no drawn 
threads, corded effects, or other indications that they are intended 
to be separated, and which are used chiefly, if not wholly, in 
making women’s shirt waists or dress waists and cushion or sofa 
pillow covers, are properly dutiable at the appropriate specific 
rates (or at not Jess than 50 per cent. ad valorem) under the 
provisions of paragraph 887 of the Tariff, and not under the 
provision for handkerchiefs or mufflers, not hemmed, under 
paragraph 388 ; nor at 60 per cent. ad valorem a3 wearing apparel 

under paragraph 390. 
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Unfinished pocket —Assembled, but unfinished, pocket 
knives valued at less than 40:cents per dozen are dutiable at the 
rate of 40 per cent. ad valorem under the provisions of paragraph 
153 of the Tariff, and arenot-dutiable at the rates provided for in 
the proviso to the said paragraph for parts of knives. 

Cape Angora goatskins.—Under the Tariff Act of 1897 raw goat- 
skins with the hair on are free of duty. Angora goatskins of 
superior quality suitable for use as fur are provided for in para- 
graph 562 as “fur skins . . . not dressed in any manner and 
not specially provided for” and are exempted from duty; and 
those of an inferior or bastard breed, not suitable for such use, are 
a'so free of duty under paragraph 664 as raw skins. 


SAN SALVADOR. 


New Customs Tariffi—(Continucd from p. 650.) 
Cu:tom House Charges. 


Storage. 
Pes.* Cts. 
For the first four months or part 
thereof ... a 100 Kilogs. 0 50 (cash). 
For each successive ‘period of four 
months or part thereof .. 


Storage will be charged fen the day on which the goods are 


disembarked. 
Merchandise if re-embarked will pay,double storage duties. 


Labour. 
Pes. Cts. 
Flour, and articles free of ates aid ... 100 Kilogs. 0 15 
Rough lumber __.... .. 1,000ft.. 0 60 
Drugs and acids ... ase ase ... 100 Kilogs. 0 50 
Silk— 
Unwoven, or in yarns ... 0 60 
In shawls, cloth or other forms - = 0 70 
Wines, liquors, mineral and aérated waters - 0 30 
All other goods... ee ave » 0 40 
Other charges. 
Pes. Cts. 
Deposit receipts, for 100 or 
thereof... 0 ; 0 02 
For making out receipt... BB 
For making out set of receipts i in n duplicate eve 2 50 


Live animals are exempt from paying labour and storage dues. 


* NoTE.—The nominal value of the Salvadorian peso is 48. 


| 
| | 
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Warehouse Regulations. : 

The following articles cannot be admitted into national ware- 
houses, and may only remain on* deposit three days :—Acids ; 
alcohol in wooden vessels ; dynamite; ether; matches; fireworks, 
including Chinese crackers ; explosive caps; gasoline ; kerosene ; 
naphtha; gunpowder; petroleum; saltpetre ; carbide of calcium ; 
liquid sulphide of carbon ; machinery, with the exception of hand 
or foot power machines; water pipes; barbed wire; iron: roofing ; 
and all packages of great weight or large bulk. 

The following articles, by reason of their inflammable or 
perishable nature, may not remain in deposit more than two 
months :—Oils in wooden vessels; toilet waters containing alcohol; 
spirits in wooden vessels; spirits of turpentine; camphor; tar ; 
pitch; sulphur; loaded cartridges; stearin; olein; paraffin; 
resin; tobacco in any form; olives in wooden vessels; garlic ; 
lavender; almonds in sacks; preserves; sweets; chocolate ; 
vermicelli; dried fruits; starch; aniseed; bird-seed; sugar in 
sacks; biscuits; flour; hams; fresh vegetables; lard; potatoes ; 
roots; cheeses ; and other foods and condiments which either by 
reason of the packing, or nature of the contents, are liable to 
become decomposed. 

Special Dispositions. 

All duties and taxes established by the present Tariff will be 
charged upon the gross weight of the goods affected, except in the 
case of cattle imported from the neighbouring Republics. 

All persons or associations that desire to open or keep open, 
public commercial establishments, must be registered in the 
General Treasury of the Republic, and the marks used on the 
packages which they import shall be registered in all the Custom 
Houses of the Republic. 

All goods must be invoiced under the names specified in the 
Tariff, giving also the species to which the goods belong, as satin, 
Trish goods, damask, &c.; further, the material must be specified, ° 
as cotton satin, or woollen satin, Irish linen goods, or cotton goods, 
&c.; otherwise the declaration will be countlesesl incomplete. In 
the case of unclassified goods, or when any person has ordered 
goods not mentioned in the Tariff, samples of the same must be 
submitted to the proper official for classification. - 

In cases where it may be necessary to apply a duty to articles 
or manufactures of coarse or fine materials, and where the said 
materials are not expressly specified in the respective section of the 
Tariff, the following will be considered as coarse materials :— 

Steel and iron ; bronze and copper ; brass; tin; white metal or 
German silver; nickel-plated metal; nickel ; pewter; lead; zinc ; 
bamboo; rush; cane; esparto; wicker; reed; palm; straw; 
wood ; wood pulp; cork; pasteboard ; paper ; parchment ; leather ; 

B2 
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horsehair; bone; horn; whalebone ; “ corozo” (African palm nut) ; 
celluloid ; wax; ceresine; rubber; gutta-percha; crystal ; glass ; 
lava; clay; terra-cotta ; earthenware ; porcelain ; cement ; stucco ; 
gypsum ; alabaster, granite, jasper, marble, porphyry, and similar 
stones ; agate and jet. 

And the following as fine materials :—- 

Aluminium ; silvered or gilded metals ; silver ; platinum ; gold ; 
amber ; tortoise-shell ; mother-of-pearl ; coral ; meerschaum ; ivory ; 
human hair ; fine pearls and precious stones. 

Articles or materials that are introduced as accessories of 
machinery or apparatus, will be assessed for duty as such only when 
imported in such quantities as may be necessary before operations 
can be commenced ; those that may be imported afterwards, under 
the same denomination, and the surplus, if any, in the first 
instance, will be assessed as set forth in the Tariff. 

In every package that contains articles of various kinds, subject 
to different rates of duty, the tare shall be calculated in relation to 
the total amount of the charges on the contents. This proportion 
will be found by multiplying the total duties on the articles, 
weighed with their respective coverings, by the weight of the tare, 
and by dividing the product by the net weight; the quotient will 
represent the amount of the tare. 

When a dutiable article contains other dutiable goods, it will be 
treated as the tare of such goods, and will also pay the duty 
leviable upon it under the Tariff. 

125 per cent. of the duties and charges established by this Tariff 
is payable in bonds or silver in the proportion designated by the 
Government, and 25 per cent. in Salvador bonds. 

When a consignment is ordered to be examined, a surcharge of 
25 per cent. on the total of the duties and taxes will be levied. 
Exceptions will be made in the case of put damaged on board 
ship; of incomplete disembarkations ; of packages with marks or 
numbers repeated, or without numbers, when they contain sheets 
of galvanised iron; pieces of lumber and machinery, unpacked ; 
petroleum and other inflammable materials ; barbed wire; fresh 
potatoes; wheat flour; cement; lump coal; stearin, unmanu- 
factured ; water pipes; iron in bars, rods, or plates ; loose washers 
and tires for carts ; bundles of iron buckets ; shooks ; large kettles 
and moulds for a ; and, in general, all other unpacked articles, 
or packages which are not liable to cause confusion, either by 


reason of their not being taken into the warehouse, or because their 
contents are visible. Collectors of Customs are duly authorised to 
administer the contraband law in all its severity when they are con- 
vinced that marks and numbers have been duplicated with fraudulent 
intention on the part of the importer. 


: 
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Export Duties. 


A general export duty of 50 cts. per quintal of 100 pounds (46 
kilogs.), gross weight, is imposed upon the following articles :-— 
Indigo; balsam ; coffee ; hides ; rubber; deer and other skins. 

Coffee will pay a surtax of 50 cts. per 100 pounds, gross weight ; 
and 120 pounds of unshelled coffee will be assessed as 100 pounds 
of clean coffee. 

Indigo, balsam, rubber, hides, deer and other skins, will pay, in 
addition to the general duty, a surtax of 1 pes. 50 cts. per 100 
kilogs. in favour of the Central Railroad bonds, together with a 
further surcharge of 1 pes. per 100 kilogs. 

All other articles and products which may be exported are 
exempted from any duties and taxes. 


Special Concessions in favour of Corporations and Companies. 
Special concessions in respect of free importation and exporta- 
tion of various articles have been accorded to certain commercial 
and industrial companies. Particulars of these concessions can be 
consulted by persons interested, at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., on any 
day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


Regulations for Consular Invoices. 

Any person who may ship articles of commerce from a a 
country to San Salvador, even although such articles may 
exempt from duties and taxes, must draw up an invoice in quad- 
ruplicate of all the goods constituting his shipment to each consignee. 
These invoices must be written in Spanish, and must include :— 

(a) The name and residence of the shipper, the port of shipment, 
the name of the vessel, and of the captain thereof; the name of the 
consignee, except in cases where goods are shipped to the order of 
the shipper ; and the name of the person on whose order and account 
they are shipped. 

()) The marks of the packages. 

(c) The serial number of each package shown separately ; but 
should various packages be of the same weight, and also contain 
the same goods, one entry may suffice. 

(d) The kind of package (sack, case, bale or barrel, &c.). 

(e) The gross weight of each package in kilogrammes, expressed 
in letters and figures, except in the case of machinery, lumber and 
iron, of which the total weight only need be given; but if, 
as in the case of the exception noted in (c), the weight and contents 
of the packages are identical, and they are invoiced on one line, 
then the weight of one package may be shown in letters and figures, 
and the total weight shown in figures in a separate column. . 

(f) The name of the merchandise contained in each package, 
according to the nomenclature of the Tariff; and the material of 
which the merchandise is made. 
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(9) A detailed specification of the contents of each package. 
The following must be shown in figures :— 

1. The number of pieces, pairs, thousands, litres, or kilo- 
grammes, according to the manner of quoting the 
respective goods. 

2. In woven goods, the length of each piece, or the total 
length of the pieces, and the width of the material, 

_ expressed either metrically or in yards and inches. 

3. The net weight, in grammes or kilogrammes, of each 
article. 

4. The value of each article in the currency of the country of 
origin. 

(h) The place of origin of the goods. 

(i) The total value of each package in currency of the country 
whence it is shipped, and the total value of the lot, if there are 
several packages of the same goods. 

(j) In shipments of wines and liquors, the alcoholic strength of 
the same must be expressed in centesimal degrees. 

The remaining provisions relative to Consular invoices are 
substantially the same as those published at pp. 81-84 of the 
“Board of Trade Journal” for the 12th July last. A Decree, of 
which the following is a translation, has, however, been issued in 
amplification of the said provisions :— 

“ Article 1.—The packages shown on each invoice may bear any 
“ mark or marks that may be desirable, but each package must bear 
“‘ its separate serial number ; the repetition of a number on two or 
“‘ more packages shown on the same invoice is prohibited. 

“ Article 2.—The foregoing article does not prohibit the serial 
“ number being marked more than once on the same package, or on 
“the casing, packing, or wrapping thereof, nor does it apply to 
“ iron, building lumber, machinery, and other objects that may be 
“ shipped without packing. It is, however, strictly prohibited to 
“‘ consign goods to two or more parties on the same invoice. 

“ Article 3.—Consular officers will certify to invoices when they 
“ are signed by merchants, manufacturers, or their legal representa- 
“ tives, when they know such signatures to be genuine. In the 
“ case of a person signing an invoice for the first time, he must do 
“so in the presence of the Consular officer who certifies to the 
“ invoice, in order that the latter may take note of the signature for 
“ the purpose of being able to recognise it on a future occasion. 

“ Article 4.—Consular officers must not certify invoices that have 
“‘ not been filled in or despatched from the Consular district under 
“ their jurisdiction, under penalty of nullification of such certificate. 

“ Article 5.—When the persons specified in Article 3 of this 
“ Decree do not care to advise the local Consul of their shipments, 
‘“‘ they may make a sworn statement before the Consul-General, and 
“ the Consul-General will certify to the invoice.” 
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Notes Explanatory of the Tariff. 


1. Cotton, linen, or woollen articles, antimacassars, garters, 
table covers, scarfs, corsets, sashes, curtains, floor carpets, suspenders, 
and other unclassified articles of a similar nature having minor 
adornments of finer materials will be dutiable as if they were 

lain. 

. 2. Machinery for elaborating or improving the agricultural 
products of the country will be considered as agricultural 
machinery, and will be admitted free of all duties and taxes. 


Damaged Goods. 

In the case of partly damaged shipments of bottled wines, 
liquors, &c., imported in cases, the cases will each be filled up to 
the original number of bottles, thus reducing the number of cases. 
If the last case should contain six or more bottles, the tare on the 
whole case will be allowed, but if there should be less than six 
bottles, tare will not be taken into account. 

Demijohns and barrels in a leaking or partly empty condition 
from whatever cause will pay duties and taxes on their full weight, 
but the consignee has the right to abandon demijohns or barrels 
that are nearly empty. 

No reduction of duties or taxes will be made in the case of goods 
that have depreciated in value by reason of damage sustained on 
board ship; but the interested party may abandon the damaged 
portions. 

Articles such as tobacco, preserves, grains, fruits, and other 
eatables or beverages that may have become decomposed in transit, 
may be either totally or partially abandoned, according to cireum- 
stances, but no reduction will be made upon the: part that is 
accepted by the owner. 

Provisions, beverages or other articles that have become decom- 
posed and have been abandoned by the owner, shall be thrown 
away, and a memorandum to that effect made and approved by the 
collector, auditor, storekeeper, and the owner or his representative. 

Damaged and abandoned goods that retain value, will be 
remitted to the General Treasury warehouse. 


Articles exempted from Custom Duties. 

Agricultural machinery and ploughs. 

Animals, live (with the exception of cattle, &c., from the 
neighbouring Republics) ; domestic fowls ; dissected animals, 

Apparatus and pumps for extinguishing fires. 

Assaying furnaces. 

Baggage, up to 100 kilogrammes in weight. 

Barbed wire, with its hooks and stretchers. 

Cans, iron, for balsam; 

Carbide of calcium. 
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Cement. 

Chalk for the use of schools. 

Coal in lamps ; coke ; animal and vegetable carbon in lumps. 

Cotton, raw, or in yarns. 

Effects of Foreign Ministers residing in the Republic, when 
there is reciprocity on the part of the nation they represent, and 
the legal requirements are complied with. 

Fertilisers of all kinds; guano. 

Filters and distilling apparatus. 

Fragments of wrecks. 

Gasoline. 

Gold in dust, bars, or coined. 

Hair, of rabbits or hares, for making hats. 

Ink, for printing and lithographing. 

Live plants. 

Looms of all kinds. 

Mining apparatus. 

Paper, printing, for periodicals. 

Platinum, in blocks or powder. 

Scientific instruments, not specified. 

Seeds, en, flower, or agricultural. 

Silver, in bars, dust, or coin. 

Sulphide of carbon. 

Surgical instruments, with or without case. 

Vaccine fluids and serums. 


Appendix.—Further Provisions relative to Consular Invoicer. 

Several Consular officers having called the attention of the 
Salvadorian Government to doubts existing regarding the applica- 
tion of the Law relating to Consular invoices, the following 
amendment to the same was published in the “ Diario Oficial ” of 
the 28rd October, 1900 :— 

“1. The captain of every vessel carrying freight for Salvador, 
“that does not cross the Isthmus of Panama, must bring four 
“copies of the manifest or bill of lading, duly visaed by the 
“‘ Salvadorian Consul at the port of shipment, and on his arrival he 
“ must deliver these copies to the Collector of Customs or his 
“ representative. 

“2. The four copies of the bill of lading or manifest of freight 
‘“‘ destined for Salvadorian ports, which crosses the Isthmus of 
“ Panama, shall be visaed by the Consul of Salvador in Panama, 
“and the captain must deliver the same to the Collector or his 
“« representative, as in the preceding clause. 

“3. The manifests or bills of lading referred to must show in 
“ the heading the name and nationality of the vessel, the name of 
“the captain, the number of tons register, the number of the 
“‘ crew, and the port from which the vessel sailed. 


? 
4 
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“In the body of the manifest, in separate columns, must be 
“ shown the marks and countermarks, the numbers (when there 
“are any), the number, kind, and contents of the packages, the 
“ gross weight of each lot, the destination, the names of the 
“ shipper and consignee ; and at the foot the sworn declaration 
“ that the statements in the manifest are true, the date, and the 
“ signature.” 

In the “ Diario Oficial ” of the 3rd November, 1900, was published 
the following addition to the above :— 

“4, Consuls will charge 5 pesos gold for visaing manifests or 
“bills of lading of freight destined for Salvador, which does not 
“ cross the Isthmus of Panama. 

“5, Should the freight be transhipped in any of the ports on 
“the Pacific coast, it will not be necessary to have the manifests 
“ visued at the port of shipment, as the Salvadorian Consul at the 
“ port of transhipment may visa the four copies, for which service 
“ he will charge 10 silver pesos. 

“6. Consuls in any Latin American port, when goods are 
“ shipped from thence to Salvador, and when they do not cross the 
“ Tsthmus of Panama, will also charge 10 silver pesos for visaing 
“ the manifest or bill of lading of such goods.” 

The “ Diario Oficial” for the 27th October, 1900, contained the 
following resolutions with further reference to Consular invoices 
and also with regard to parcels imported by post :— 

“The Executive Power being desirous of regulating the collec- 
“tion of duties and taxes by the postal authorities upon postal 
“ parcels and packages containing dutiable articles, resolves :— 

‘1, Small packets containing periodicals, printed books with 
“ ordinary covers, papers of a business nature, or patterns and 
“ samples without value, shall be admitted free; but should they 
“ contain dutiable goods, they will be considered as postal parcels 
*‘ and will pay the established duties and taxes. 

“2. Postal parcels will pay duties and taxes under the Fiscal 
“ Code; and the duties, with the exception of the 25 per cent. in 
“ bonds of Salvador, which is waived, must be paid in cash. 


“5. When the net value of the invoice does not exceed 50 pesos 
“ gold, it is not necessary to present a Consular invoice, but the 
“ original must be, produced, and failing this, a surcharge of 25 
‘“* per cent. upon the total duties and taxes will be made. 

“ 6. If the value of the goods should exceed 50 pesos, and the 
“ owner fail to present a Consular invoice, the authorities will 
** proceed as directed by Article 522 of the Fiscal Code. 

“7, The present resolution will take effect in respect to Consular 
“invoices three months from the date of publication, and in regard 
“to the other dispositions, from this date.” — 
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BELGIUM. 


A despatch dated 7th inst. has been received at ‘the Foreign 
“New SS: Line Office from H.M. Consul-General at Havre, 
beteeen Katworp enclosing an extract from the “Journal du 
‘Havre Havana, Havre” of the 5th inst., respecting a new line 

&e. of steamers between Antwerp, Havre, Havana, 
h Flag. Vera Cruz, Tampico, Progreso, and New 

apts * Orleans, which will shortly be inaugurated 
under the Spanish flag. ‘The departures will take place monthly, 
the steamers leaving Antwerp on the 30th, and Havre on the 5th 


of each month ; the first departure will be from Antwerp on the 
30th inst. 


FRANCE. 
A despatch dated 7th inst. has been received at the Board of Trade, 
Tem: from the British Vice-Consul at St. Malo, 


mir nrdoe’, A notifying that the dock at that port will be run 

Bt. out Ist April to 20th Setober for the 

construction of vertical quays, and that, during 

that period, the trade of the port will be carried on by the St. 

Servan dock and the tidal harbour at St. Malo. Owners should 

therefore have a clear understanding with charterers as to the dis- 
charge of their vessels without delay. 


In the same despatch it is reported that the harbour dues—“‘ droits 

_ @amarrage”—i.e., 5 centimes per registered ton, 

D longer levied on vessels trading to St. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


A despatch dated at the Foreign 

om H.M. Consul at Trieste, reporting that the 

Company of 18,000,000 kronen, will bear 

interest at 4 per cent., and priority shares will 

be issued, not all at once, but at a future date, i.e., whenever new 

steamers will be built. 

The Company has summoned a general meeting of shareholders. 

for 2nd April, to sanction the loan. 


8.8. Company. 


With reference to the notice on pp. 652-3 of last week’s issue of 
: the “ Journal,” a despatch dated 6th inst. has 
Freights on Sugar j,00n received at the Foreign Office, from. H.M. 
Consul at Trieste, reporting that the Central 
at vm Association of Sugar Manufacturers and the 


Austrian-Lloyds have now come to terms respecting the ship- 
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ments of sugar to India and to the Far East. The freights for 
Japan and for China will remain from 1st September, 1901, until 
3lst August, 1902, the same as they are at present. The freight 
for India for direct shipments for the same period is fixed at 17s. 
per ton. At this price the Austrian-Lloyds is bound to export a 
quantity of 30 per cent. more than that taken from 1st September, 
1900, to 31st August, 1901. 

The sugar manufacturers will be obliged to give due notice of 
shipments as hitherto. 

The manufacturers are authorised to annul their orders without 
any expense up to 15 per cent. under the clear understanding that 
this must occur two months previous to the departure of the 
respective steamer. 

These are the principal points of the agreement which will hold 
good for those sugar manufacturers, banks, or export firms which, 
previous to 10th March of this year, shall have produced a written 
declaration to the Austrian-Lloyds at Trieste, by which they will 
be bound to send during the period from 1st September, 1901, to 
31st August, 1902, their sugar shipments to Trieste or Fiume in 
order that they may be sent to India and the Far East exclusively 
by the Austrian-Lloyd’s steamers. 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


The “ Levant Herald” of 25th ult. announces that the works in 

connection with a highway of considerable 

oe’ Road to the importance, to be constructed between Diakova 

autenegrin and Berane, in Albania, were recently in- 
Frontier. 

augurated in the presence of a large assemblage. 

The road covers a distance of 40 miles, and will connect Prizrend 


with the Montenegrin frontier. 


The following table, showing the length of railways in Turkey and 
the annual total receipts therefrom is taken 
from figures published in the ‘Journal de la 
Chambre de Commerce de Constantinople” of 


23rd February last :— 
— | Length. | Total Receipts. 


Railways in 
Turkey. 


Kilometres. Francs. 

Eastern system die 1,265 10,296,989 
Salonica-Constantinople line... 511 1,569,555 
Salonica- Monastir line mn ae 219 1,461,814 
Anatolian lines ise 1,023 5,170,912 
Cassaba lines ... abe ai 517 4,350,486 
Aidin Railway ... axe 516 6,073,280 
Beyrout-Damascus line ass 250 2,056,630 
Moudania-Broussa line 41 287,773 
Mersine-Adana line ... 67 574,324 
Jaffa-Jerusalem line ... ab 87 735,592 
Totals | Kilometres and Francs ... 4,496 $2,577,355 

Miles and & sterling ...) 2,792 £1,803,094 


2 
- 
{ 
| 
. 
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MINING, METALS AND MACHINERY, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


In continuation of by H.M. Customs, 
ublis in the “ Board of Trade Journal ” for 
— ult., as summaries of the supplements 
f Machine to the London Bills of Entry, showing the 
sive ani quantities of certain iron and steel goods im- 
ported into the United Kingdom during the month of February, 
1901, the following tables show, (1) Steel rails, (2) Iron and steel 
manufactures (girders, beams, and pillars) imported into the United 
Kingdom during the month of February, 1901, as compared with 
the corresponding months of 1899 and 1900, and distinguishing 
the countries of origin :— 


Steel Rails.* 
A February, | ~ February 
Countries from which Imported. 1900. | 1901." 
Tons. Tons. 
Holland ... ose 1,182 1,205 
398 398 
Italy ove ove 135 
United States on “the Atlantic 142 1,523 
Totals Tons’ 2,044 3,126 
| 


* Included with Iron Manufactures, unenumerated, prior to 1900. 


Iron and Steel Manufactures (Girders, Beams and Pillars). 


February, February. Februar 
Countries from which Imported. 1899," | 1900.” | 1901.” 


Tons. Tons. Tons. 

Germany ... ove op ove 10 
Belgium... 6,161 4,639 6,558 

United States oa the Atlantic Ste me 442 378 392 
Totals ste .. Tons 7,372 6,696 8,542 
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The Board of Trade have received from the Home Office, advance 

proof of the return containing tables relating 

— h Arno to the output of Coal and Other Minerals at 

Minerals in 1900 Mines worked under the Coal and Metalliferous 
* Mines Regulation Acts during the year 1900. 


I.—Output of Minerals at Mines under the Coal Mines Regulation Acts. 


—_ 1899. | 1900.: 

CoaL— Tons. | Tons. 
England and Wales ... ae wa am 188,817,000 | 191,933,000 
Scotland ose coe ose 31,143,000 33,112,000 
TotaL CoaAL .. Tons} 220,085,000 225,170,000 
All other Minerals 18,284,000 13,121,000 

Total output of Minerals at Mines under 

the Coal Mines Regulation Acts... 283,369,000 238,291,000 


‘Besides coal, 13,121,000 tons of other minerals were produced in 1900, in mines 
under the Coal Mines Regulation Acts, of which the principal were ironstone 
(7,668,000 tons), fireclay (2,845,000 tons) and oil shale (2,282,000 tons). 


II.—Output of Minerals at Mines under the Metalliferous Mines 
Regulation Acts. 


| 


Total output of Minerals at Mines under the! } 3.673.000 
Metalliferous Mines Regulation Acts. | eae 


ae | 1899, | 1900. 
} 

Tons. Tons. 
Limestone ... wie 589,000 589,000 
Sandstone ... ans eee 240,000 | 258,000 
Rock salt ... 179,000 160,000 
Gypsum... eee 158,000 | 153,000 
Clay and shale ... ads 114,000 112,000 
All other minerais ae one ses idl 258,000 | 287,000 


CANADA. 


With reference to a notice on p. 293 of the “ Board of Trade 

, Journal” for 3lst January last, according to the 

Tron Production « British Columbia Review” of 2nd inst., it is 

in Gutarie. said that, by the end of the present year, Canada 

will ke producing more than enough iron to supply the home con- 

sumption, and before long will be seeking foreign markets for its 
surplus, 
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At the present moment there are three furnaces in operation in 
Ontario, one each at Deseronto, Hamilton, and Midland. ‘The last 
was opened quite recently. During last year, with two furnaces in 
operation, the production of iron ore in Ontario was about65,000 tons. 
During the first half of the year.1900 there were mined in Ontario 
only 9,680 tons of iron ore. During the last half the production of 
Ontario ore was about 80,000 tons, of which 70,000 tons was the 
output of the Helen Mine, Michipocoton. While it was necessary 
to import two-thirds of the ore smelted in Ontario during the first 
six months of last year, practically the whole amount used during 
the last six months was obtained in Ontario. It is no longer 
necessary to depend on the United States for iron ore. 

Ontario has unlimited resources in iron ore. The districts in 
which iron is being mined in Ontario include the Hastings country, 
Michipocoton, and the Mattawan district, a few miles west of Port 
Arthur. Ore is being produced in these localities at the present 
ns and the Atikokan iron range, 20 miles in extent, will be 

ened up in a year or two on the completion of the Rainy River 

ilway. It will be seen that Ontario is bountifully supplied with 
iron ore. The mines in the districts referred to are very extensive, 
and from the present outlook the question of ore supplies will not 
enter into the problem of iron production in Ontario. 


In the “ Engineering and Mining Journal” (New York) of 2nd 
inst., it is stated that Nova Scotia showed last 


sad 2 mo year a considerable increase in coal production, 
os eaee the total being 3,013,638, tons, which is an 


increase of 375,701 tons, or 14 per cent., over 
the preceding year. About two-thirds of this gain was from the 
mines of the Dominion Coal Company, which last year furnished a 
little over 60 per cent. of the total. The demand for coal for the 
new Dominion Steel Works and elsewhere in” aCannds has been 


very large. 


AUSTRALIA. 


The Board of Trade have received from the office of the Agent 

. General of the Government of Western Australia 
mares —" a report stating that the crushing returns for 
in Wesiern the month of February, 1901, for all gold 


mining companies in the Colony are as 
February. follows :— 
Ore treated ... ue pen ... 114,389 tons 
Yield of gold wih 125,570 ounces 


Average yield per ton _... ... Loz. 1 dwt. 22 grs, 


if 
q 
i 
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A notice issued by the Office of the Minister of rege _ 
Agriculture, Adelaide, is published in the 
ee oh “Journal of Agriculture and Industry” of 
Phos Heo z South Australia for February last, stating that 
South yo li rewards are offered for the discovery and work- 
ing within the Colony of a deposit or deposits 

of marketable mineral manure. 

The “Journal” containing the above notice may be seen 
on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 8.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


SPAIN. 


The imports of fuel into Spain in the year 1900 included 1,769,921 

Trade in Minerals metric tons of coal and 197,407 tons of coke. 

in 1900 Imports of metals included 4,692 tons of pig- 

P iron, 7,226 tons of wrought iron, 53,321 tons 

of steel, and 2,381 tons of tin plates. The exports of minerals in 
1900, as given in the “ Revista Minera,” were as follows :— 


| Increase or 
a 1899, 1900. | Decrease in 
1900. 

Metric Tons. | Metric Tons, | Metric Tons. 
Iron ore... ive ve 8,618,137 7,824,837 | — 788,300 
Copper ore ... ote 948,852 1,029,140 | + 80,288 
Zinc ore... 96,533 60,970 | — 85,563 
Lead ore... 9,798 4,632 | 65,166 
205,561 | — 120,795 


Exports of metals were 20,169 tons of pig-iron (40,918 tons, 
1899); 29,083 tons of copper (28,443 tons, 1899); 154,541 tons of 
lead against 162,853 tons in 1899, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


724 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [ Mar. 21, 1901. 


AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
- Corn Prices. in the week ended the 16th inst., were as 
follow :— 
Wheat ... 258. 9d. 
Oats... see 17s. 7d. 
For further particulars see p. 733. 


A statement is published on p. 734, showing the eye of 

. the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
Imports of Agri- «ported into the United Kingdom during the 
cultural Produce. 22; ended the 16th inst.; as well as of the 
imports during the corresponding week of 1900. 


CANADA. 


The following table, which has been extracted from the report of 
the Dominion Minister of Agriculture for 

p ee 1900, just issued, shows the value of some 
” * Canadian farm products exported for the past 


three years :— 
— 1898. 1899, 1900. 
Dols. Dols. Dols. 
Flour 3,105,288 2,791,885 
Peas ee 1,955,598 2,145,471 
Cattle 8,522,835 9,080,776 
Pork, Baconand Hams ... ... 8,092,930 10,473,211 12,803,034 
Eggs 1,267,063 1,457,902 
| 


There were exported 25,259,737 lbs. of butter in 1900, as against 
20,139,195 Ibs. the year before, and 11,253,787 lbs. in 1898. In 
1900 the value exported to Great Britain was 4,947,000 dols.; United 
States, 5,044 dols.; Germany, 7,210 dols.; other foreign countries, 
43,176 dols.; British North American Provinces, 66,069 dols. ; 
and British Indies, 53,657 dols. Of cheese there were exported, 
185,984,430 Ibs. last year, as against 189,827,839 lbs. in 1899, 
and 196,703,323 in 1898. 
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As regards live stock, the number of horses exported from 
Canadian ports to Europe during the year ended 30th September, 
1900, was 5,044; cattle, 115,056; sheep, 79,254. 

The report suggests that bakeries for the sale of bread made 
from Canadian flour would be a profitable commercial venture 
for business men in Great Britain, and would be of direct benefit 
to Canadian producers. Independent analysis of various flours 
showed the quantity of albuminoids (flesh-forming principles in food) 
to be one-tenth greater in Canadian flour than in the flour im- 
ported into Great Britain from European countries. The export 
trade in Canadian oatmeal is also increasing. 


FRANCE. 


The following table, showing the state of the beetroot sugar 

industry in France during the sugar cam- 

Boatroct Sugar paigns of 1898-99 and 1899-1900, is based on 

uatey. figures published in the French “ Bulletin de 
Statistique ” :— 


1898-99, 1899-1900. 


Number of manufactories_... a No. B44 339 
Quantities of beetroot used ... «-- 100 Kilogs. 61,056,147 73,944,759 
Raw sugar produced* ... ans 7,379,021 8,692,005 


* Quantity of sugar produced during the season in the equivalent of refined 
sugar, and including molasses. 


JAPAN. 


The “ Japan Weekly Mail” of 9th ult. states that the Department 

Yield of Ri of Agriculture and Commerce now publishes 

1 1900, definite figures of the yield of rice in 1900. 

™ ; The total is 32,359,526 koku*, being 1,056,090 

koku, or 8°3 per cent, greater than the yield in 1899, and 

1,356,388 koku, or 4°2 per cent. greater than the average yield. 
(See “ Board of Trade Journal ” for 25th October last, p. 206. 


* Koku = 4°9629 bushels. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


‘The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 14th inst., was 
Cotton Statistics. 58,116, and the number imported during the 
11 weeks ended the 14th inst., was 971,959, 


‘As re exports; the res are for the week ended the 14th 


inst., 4,289 bales,.and for the 11 weeks, 60,913. 
For further details ‘see p. 732. : 


The following tables, compiled from statements issued by H.M. 

Customs, show the quantity of cement imported 
yey een into the United Kingdom, and of cement of 
“Rock Phosphate ‘0Feign and Colonial origin exported from the 
ie} aa United Kingdom in the months of February, 

1900 and 1901, and corresponding particulars 
for phosphate of lime and rock phosphate for the month of 
February in each of the years 1899, 1900 and 1901 :— 


Imports of Cement. 


Countries from which Imported. 
Tons. Tons. 
Denmark 1 
Germany 150 2,003 
Holland 4 455 15 
6,268 8,747 
France os 141 462 
United States 3 
Totals Tons} 7,018 11,227 


Exports of Cement of Foreign Origin. 


Countries to which Exported. 1900.” 1901." 
Tons. Tons, 
Portuguese West Africa ... 18 
British West India Islands ane os 53 
Totals ose +. Tons 20 69 


Note.—The exports of cement, the produce of the United Kingdom to all 
countries, amounted to 24,147 tons in February, 1901, as compared with 28,814 tons 
in February, 1900. 
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Miscellaneous. 
Imports of Phosphate of Lime-and Rock Phosphate. 

fons. | Tons. Tons. 

Germany ... eee ove one ll. | _ 
Holland ose 645 1,706 1,230 
France wee 2,672 | 2,762 4,227 
Algeria tee das 10,530 | 12,938 6,662 
Straits Settlements ons one | 300 
United States wie 19,291 | 10,587 3,585 
Dutch West India Islands ee 875 | 8 — 
Totals ... Tons 38,688 | 987,758 | 80,265 


Exports of Phosphate of Lime and Rock Phosphate of Forei 


and 
Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Portugal ... ose sod 10 
Canary Islands’... ons 2 
French West India Islands 7 30 
Totals ... ... Tons 902 89 
AUSTRALIA. 


The Melbourne “Journal of Commerce” of 29th January last, 
. notes that the effect of the collapse in the wool 
ae — market is very apparent in a trade returns 
7 : for the year 1900, affecting imports from other 
States, by reason of the reduced buying power of the country, of 
consignments and exports directly. The following is a comparative 
statement of imports, both of Australian and other origin, for the 
last four years :— 


Imports. 
From Other Total Imports Total 
Year. Australian including Bul- |} Merchandise 
Colonies, *  jlion and Specie. | only. 
£ £ & & 

1897 6,229,782 9,224,700 15,454,482 13,347,866 
1898 coe ose 7,097,041 9,671,863 16,768,904 | 14,059,276 
1899 ove 7,756,768 10,196,126 17,952,894 15,085,170 
1900 6,087,903 12,213,840 18,301,743 || 16,767,498 
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Miscellaneous. 


The most noticeable feature in the foregoing is the large increase 
(over 2,000,000/.) in imports from other places outside Australia, of 
which a large proportion was purely merchandise. The imports of 
specie, &c., included in the gross total was 1,534,245/., as compared 
with 2,867,7241. in 1899. Exports compare much less favourably, 
as will be seen from the following table :— 


Exports. 
Total Exports | 
Year. Other. including Bul- 
lion and Specie. || 
& £ £ | & 
1897 et 12,829,394 3,910,276 16,739,670 10,264,931 
4,093,363 15,872,246 || 9,931,090 
1899 ae 14,038,600 4,529,1°0 18,5€7,780 || 14,176,746 
13,006,027 4,416,425 17,422,452 | 13,267,045 
=: 


The decrease of 1,145,328/. is almost entirely in the produce of 
Victoria, and largely also of merchandise, i.e., wool in particular. 
Of the gross total of exports, 4,155,335/. was specie, &c., against 
4,391,024l. of the precious metal exported in 1899. At the first 
glance this seems a very unsatisfactory condition of affairs, but it 
has to be remembered that there was an abnormal inflation in 1899, 
and that while the total for 1900 may be taken as indicative of 


normal trade, merchandise only was very greatly in excess of the 
two years 1898 and 1897. 


The following table, from figures published in the Melbourne 


Revenue from 
Customs and 
Excise in 1900. 


“ Journal of Commerce” of 29th January last, 
shows the revenue derived from Customs and 
Excise duties during the year 1900 in each of 


the States of the Australian Commonwealth :— 


Customs. Excise. 
States. 
1899, | 1900. | 1899. 1900. 
£ £ 
Victoria... ig 1,936,677 2,017,254 325,015 344,018 
New South Wales .. 1,341,510 1,431,763 325,183 357,321 
Queensland... “ge 1,434,279 1,424,589 142,995 151,051 
South Australia = i 570,498 570,774 37,966 40,185 
Western Australia... 845,558 957,620 26,757 31,664 
Tasmania ... 424,583 464,601 22,546 24,724 
Totals 6,553,058 6,866,601 880,462 948,963 


728 


Mar. 21, 1901.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 729 


Miscellaneous. 


According to a report by oe bad Australian Inspector of Fisheries, 
tials quoted in the “ British Australasian ” of 28th 
"Textiiog tee ult.,177 luggers are engaged in the pear! fishing 
tries in West industry, representing a tonnage of 2,408. The 
; export of pearl shell has been increasing year by 
Australia. 

year. The total value of the pearl shells raised 
during the past 10 years is just under1,000,000/. A turtling industry, 
has also been started at the Lacepede Islands. A factory has been 
erected, and the work of catching the turtles and conveying them to 
the factory is now in fullswing. It is expected that in a short time 
a first-class commodity will be produced. ‘The report adds that the 
waters of the north-west also abound with numerous classes of fish, 

and that there is a good opening for the investment of capital. 


RUSSIA. 


With reference to the notice on p. 711 of the “Board of Trade 
Journal” of 27th December last, the British 


Restriction of Commercial Agent in Russia reports that the 
Government “Russki Viedomosti ” of Moscow, of 9th-22nd 
Orders Abroad. 


February last, quoting from the “ Novosti ” of 
St. Petersburg, states that, as is well known, with a view to 
encourage Russian metallurgical industrial enterprise, it was found 
necessary to limit Government orders placed abroad. The Ministry 
of Finance and the Control Department are therefore drawing up at 
the present time an exact estimate of all Government orders fulfilled 
abroad of late years. In addition to this, the Ministry of Finance 
has already taken steps towards limiting orders placed abroad. 


FRANCE. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, copy 
of a despatch dated 4th inst., from H.M. 


Ambassador at Paris, transmitting a publication 
nm sath by the French “ Office National du Commerce 


penny Extérieur ” containing particulars for the in- 

formation of foreign traders as to the best 

form of preparing their catalogues for distribution abroad, and 

describing the advertising facilities offered by the Press of foreign 
countries :— 

The publication in question may be seen by those interested on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, London, 8.W., any day between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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Miscellaneous. 


SPAIN. 
According to “ El Economista” (Madrid), a company has recently 
Artificial Silk been formed at. Oviedo, Asturias, for the manu- 
Factory facture of artificial silk, with a capital of 
, 2,500,000 pesetas (72,886/.) The company 
has, moreover, obtained the monopoly of the manufacture of this 
article, and a factory will be established at the village of Colloto. 


SERVIA. 


A despatch dated 25th ult. has been received at the Foreign Office 
from H.M. Consul at Belgrade, reporting that 


ase s:3-r Sod a concession for a term of 20 years has been 
and Manufa aid nted by the Servian Government to a 
of Cell im erman Syndicate for timber cutting and saw 


: mills for the exportation of building timber, 
pep and for the sceuiaiens from wood of natron 
sulphate and cellulose thread, tissue and silk. 
_ The concessionaires are allowed the customary privileges of 
exemption from all kinds of taxation, including Customs dues on 
machinery and material imported for the use of their factory, and 
on its exported produce, and acquire an exclusive right to cut 
timber for speculative purposes in the South-western State Forests 
of Golija Planina, Prepovljnik, Radochel, and Djakovachka Planina 
and in those from Chemerna to the River Moravitsa on the one 
side and to the River Ibar on the other. State or commercial land 
is to be provided free of charge for the factory, with a first claim 
to water rights, and the power of expropriating private property 
for the purpose of making roads, railways and canals. The use of 
the State railways is also granted at a reduction of 25 per cent. on 
the ordinary Tariff. 

The Concessionaires bind themselves to invest a sum of at least 
three million dinars (120,000/.) in their undertaking, and to make 
exclusive use, where possible, of domestic materials. ‘The building 
of the factory and timber cutting must be begun within the first 
year, and the factory must be in full working order at the end of 
the second year reckoning from the 11th of December, 1900, on 
which date the concession appears to have been given, although it 
‘was only published in the “Official Gazette ” of 24th February. 


CHINA. 


It is stated in the “‘ Manchester Guardian ” of the 15th inst. that 
the Shanghai Chamber of Commerce has now 


Goods established its Piece Goods Chops Record 
Seeeaittien hai. Office, and that the work of indexing will 
& be begun as soon as importers send in specimens 

and particulars of their registered chops and trade marks. 
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Miscellaneous. 


JAPAN. 
A writer in the “ ” in of 
ebruary, , remarks upon the develo 
ment of “trusts ” or trade 
Japan, stating that the camphor trust recently 
formed has met with complete success, but that other trusts have 
not been so’ successful. It is stated, for example, that the coal 
trust has proved a failure on account of the opposition of one 
company, the refusal of the Bank of Japan to grant them credit, 
and the steps taken by one of the chief colliery owners of Kyushu. 
In spite of this failure, however, there is a very general tendency 
in Japan towards amalgamations of this sort, and towards the 
formation of syndicates to control the production and sale of 
materials, 


~ 
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Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 


STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


and 11 Weeks ended l4th March, 1901. 


Week ended 11 Weeks ended 
_- 14th March, 14th March, 
1901, 1901. 
IMPORTS. 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 
American 51,877 837,608 
Brazilian ... 9,224 
East Indian... 1,455 20,242 
Egyptian... .. « 4,404 86,859 
Miscellaneous... 380 18,026 
Total 58,116 971,959 
(Bales.) 
No. No. 

American... oe eee eee 2,446 36,907 
Brazilian ... oe 10 510 
East Indian on 829 8,653 
Egyptian ... 965 13,170 
Miscellaneous ... es 39 1,673 
Total 4,289 60,913 


‘ 
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Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 
Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure*, as received 
from the Inspectors and Officers of Excise in the week ended 
16th March, 1901, pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


aoe Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Qrs. Bus. a @ 
Wheat eee eee sis 55,073 3 2% 9 
Barley eee ee ee eee eee 36,968 1 25 1 
Oats oe ee eee oe eee eee 14,010 0 17 7 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 
from 1897 to 1900 :— 


Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Corre- 
sponding 
eek in 
Wheat. Barley. Oats. Wheat. | Barley. | Oats. 
Qrs. Bus.| Qrs. Bus.| Qrs. Bus.| d. s. 
1897 47,905 8 28,273 | 14,151 5 27 22 8 16 2 
1898 ---| 51,984 5 29,480 5 | 15,775 3 35 6 28 0 17 10 
1899 «| 67,262 3 34,456 6 | 17,588 4 25 10 26 3 16 10 
1900 76,435 5 46,053 0 | 20,104 7 25 10 65 | 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of = | Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushi 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


of barley, 


| 
| 
i 


734 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


[Mar. 21, 1901. 


Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain pti of 
- Produce imported into the United 


Agricultural 
in the week ended 
16th March, 1901, cape with the quatitian imported in the 

e previous year. 


Week ended | Correspond- 
, 16th Mar., | ing week 
1901. in 1900. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves... .. Number 10,510 10,276 
Sheep bs ... ooo 9,355 14,630 
Fresh meat :-— 
Beef Cwts, 90,980 43,488 
Mutton ove eee eee ” 88,837 51,279 
Salted or preserved meat 
Hams ooo ooo ove ” 41,795 25,280 
Meat, nnenumerated, salted or fresh .. am 15,678 15,279 
Meat,preserved,otherwise than by salting, 14,050 13,612 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
rgarine .. o 16,21 704 
‘Cheese 32,352 82,427 
“Milk, fresh in cans or drums* .. 430 
condensed ... 23,937 19,479 
eee oo Grt. Hundr, 191,937 330,559 
and game Value £ 19,068 9,133 
dead (not tinned)” Cwts. 7,092 7,805 
Lard . 87,051 45,997 
Corn, grain, meal and flour : — 
Wheat... Cwts, 1,443,800 830,200 
Wheat-meal and flour 482,100 458,900 
Bar ey eee oe ” 265,300 306,400 
Maize or Indiancorn ... os 830,200 1,136,500 
Fruit, raw:— 
Appl eve Cwts, 32,863 16,857 
Aprico’ peaches ... 11 
DAS ove ove oo Bunches 22,412 21,206 
Currants ... ove ove ” 
871 452 
Lemons .. £ 9,395 16,677 
Oranges ... ove 192,981 131,116 
Pears = ooo o 174 163 
Plums one ove ooo 47 51 
“Strawberries eee eee ” 
Unenumerated ... eco eco 9 308 120 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Potatoes ... Cwta. 197,911 129,064 
Unenumerated Valued 9,683 13,342 
Dried+ Cwts. 1,286 
by canningt . 4,595 


‘n 1900 these were not shown 


separately. 
¢ Induaed with vegetables, raw, unenumerated, prior to 1901. 


4 | | 
. 
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Foreign Trade of British India. 
Imports into British India from Foreign Countries. 


Nine Months, Ist April to 
31st December. 


— Increase. Decrease. 
1899, 1900. 
R R R R 
I—Animals, living... 25, 22,069 39,55,604 14,33,535 exe 
Il.—Articles of food and drink— 
Sugar ... oe ove 2,54,20,819 4,14,04,543 1,59,83,724 
Other articles. ... 4,15,71,257 4,83,07,430 67,36,373 pom 
III.—Metals and Manufactures of— 
Hardware and cu’ (in- 
cluding plated ware ee | 1,17,17,970 1,33,09,200 15,91,230 cow 
Metals... | 3,14,23,808 4,43,32,047 1,29,08,239 ow 
Machinery and millwork ... | 1,86,88,671 1,59,45,992 742,769. 
Railway plant end rolling- 
stock (other than Govern- 
ment stores) des 2,26,71,734 94,34,941 1,32,36,793 
IV.—Chemi: drugs, medicines 
and dyeing and tan- 
ning materials... ... «.. 1,43,00,961 | 1,58,78,484 15,77,523 
We 
18,18,153 21,65,894 8,47,741 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles oso eos | 2,95,29,234 2,85,93,442 9,35,792. . 
VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
Cotton yarn ... :1,80,50,160 | 1,78,96,721 1,53,439 
Cotton piece goods... —... | 19,76,54,482 | 18,14,34,675 1,62,19,807 
Other articles 9,48,20,842 9,91,43,753 43,22,911 
Total Merchandise ... | 53,02,48,481 | 54,32,38,609 | 1,29,90,128 
7,43,86,316 67,95,982 ats 
GRanp or Iuronts ... | 67,16,39,264 | 65,11,72,339 2,04,€6,923 
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Foreign Trade of British India—continued. 
Exports from British India to Foreign Countries. 


Nine Months, 
1st April to 31st December.’ 
aig Increase. Decrease. 
1899. 1900. 
R R R R 
Foreign Merchandise Exported ... | 2,40,09,919 | 2,36,17,120 ze 3,92,799 
Indian Merchandise Exported— 
I,—Animals, living .. .. 13,383,784 15,47,837 2,14,053 ove 
II.—Articles of food and drink— 
Rice ... eos 8,12,14,362 8,18,30,983 6,16,621 
Wheat and wheat flour ... | 4,22,34,497 30,88,232 ooo 3,91,46,265 
Other articles... bse | 2,67,41,141 1,76,99,325 See 90,41,816 
ItI.—Metals and Manufactures of ... 15,84,746 36,62,848 20,78,102 ooo 
Iv.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
-and narcotics, dyeing and 
tanning materials— 
Opium ... ove | 5,89,26,786 7,35,53,982 1,46,27,196 
Indigo ... | 1,07,58,299 69,79,141 37,79,158 
Other articles... 96,37 ,042 94,30,023 ose 2,07,019 
¥.—Oils ... ose ooo ooo 61,96,505 50,97,401 10,99, 104 
“‘VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
Cotton... | 7,28,22,592 | 5,07,81,235 we 
Jute... 5y86,82,725 | 8,27,87,223 | 2,40,54,498 she 
Oilseeds ooo ove | 8,13,09,682 7,23,45,695 on 89,63,987 
Other articles... | 8,54,28,480 9,49,91,417 95,62,937 
‘VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
Cotton yarn ... | 5,61,69,662 2,57,44,509 3,04,25,153 
Cotton piece goods ... ove 96,88,125 1,14,54,404 17,66,279 ae 
Other articles... ... ... | 9,17,81,137 11,70,71,252 | 2,52,90,115 
Total Indian Merchandise ... | 77,46,41,786 | 74,19,87,154 be 3,26,57,632 
Gold... 1,89,40,013 | 3,53,06,042 | 1,63,66,029 
Silver ove ove | 4,82,36,324 3,03,04,745 1,79,31,579 
\ 
Geanp Tora. or Exports .,, | 86,58,31,042 | 83,12,15,061 oo 3,46,15,981 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of February, 1901, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 84d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
John Menzies & Co., Rose Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile 
Street, Glasgow; or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, 
Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Forei 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1899 may 
purchased at a cost of 8s. 43d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
deals with the imports and exports of the United Kingdom from 
and to each foreign country, British possession, and British 
protectorate for each of the years 1895 to 1899 inclusive, the 
imports and exports at the principal ports, transhipments, and 
bonded warehouse accounts. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade on the 
15th of each month. The number published on the 15th inst. con- 
tains special articles on the State of the Labour Market in 
February: Accident Insurance in Austria in 1898: The Price of 
Bread: Accident, Old Age, and Invalidity Insurance in Germany 
in 1899: Lead Poisoning: Labour Disputes in Denmark in 1899: 
German Labour Colonies in 1900: New Industrial Organisations 
registered in 1900: Labour in the Colonies, &c., &c. 


RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 


Committee on Milk and Oream Regulations. Minutes of Evidence. 
[Cd. 484.] Price 3s. 8d. 


This volume contains the minutes of the evidence (with 
appendices and index) taken before the departmental committee 
appointed by the Board of Agriculture, to inquire and report upon 
the desirability of regulations under Section 4 of the Sale of Food 
and Drugs Act, 1899, for milk and cream. 
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Government Publications. 


FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


Tue following Reports of the Annual Series, which have been issued 
from H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the undermentioned d 
places since Ist January, 1991, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. | Price. 
2546 Mexi one ooo 
2547 (1899) Supplement tee 3d. 
2548 Russia—Agriculture of the Odessa District, "1900 
2549 | Egypt (1899 and half of 1900)... 23d. 
2550 Southern Italy (1900) ... ass 13d. 
2551 Germany, Estimates for1901__... ‘eee 
2552 Bosnia and Herzegovina (1899) ... ove 


2553 Servia (1899 and 1900) ... ote 
2554 Tonian Islands $99)... aie a 


s 2355 | Angola (1899) .. die 

2557 Trade, &c., of Thessaly (1900) ae 
2558 | New Orleans (1900) 
2559 Italy, Finances for 1900—01 ese ese 
2560 Spain (1899) ... see ooo] 


Miscellaneous Series. 


The following Report from H.M. Representatives abroad on subjects of 
general and commercial interest has also been issued since Ist January, 
1901, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price, 
546 France.—Preparation of French Plums ... 2d. 
547 Brazil.—Report on the State of Maranhavo 
548 United States.—Beet Sagar Industry sh 3d. 


= 
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Government Publications. 


Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since 1st January, 
1901, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No, Price. 
1 Agreement between the United Kingdom ‘ahd 
relative to China 4d. 
2 Convention between the United “Kingdom and J apan ‘for the 
protection of the estates of deceased persons - 4d. 
3 Accession of the Kingdom of Sweden to the Venice Sanitary 
Convention of 19th March, 1897, and to tt Declaration 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 


1st January, 1901, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual. 
No. | Place. Price. 


312 | St. Vincent... oon ese 


313. | Basutoland... wool Bhd 
315 Southern igeria see ne eee coo]. 25d. 


316 Grenada 


.. | 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH @ 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board of “@ 
Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increasing 7J 


demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far as 
it can be met by Government action. In deciding to establish this new 


branch, the Board of Trade were largely influenced by the recommenda. 7 @ 


tions contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee composed not 
only of representatives of the various Government Departments concerned, 
but also of prominent representatives of commercial interests, which was 


appointed in July, 1897. The Committee referred to was requested to im 
consider and advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and of dissemi- 


nating among those interested prompt and accurate information upon 
commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, especially 
of goods of foreign manufacture competing with Briitsh productions, and 
the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in this 
country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended 
under head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, 
on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of the 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to become a 
centre at which information on ‘all subjects of commercial interest shall 
~be collected and focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it 
is the duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford 
information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may be 
addressed to it, whether written or verbal. ; 

The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, 8.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899; its principal officer 
(under the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour 
Departments of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who recently 
acted as Special Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into the condition 
and prospects of British trade in certain South American countries. The 
“Intelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application being made to it, to 
supply information with regard to the following subjects, viz. :—Commercial 
Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs; Excise and 
“ Consumption” duties; Port, Harbour, and Tonnage dues, and other charges om 
Shipping ; Customs Regulations ; Consular Fees ; Forms of Certificates of Origin; 
Regulations concerning Commercial Travillers ; Trading Licenses; Foreign and 
Colonial Contracts open to Tender; Foreign and Colonial Bounties; Lists 
of Firms engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, &c., de. 
An Inquiry Room, at which copies of official publications, directories, and 
other works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the 
Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through which 
intelligence collected by the Branch and intended for general information is 
conveyed to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close of 1899, was 
issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly at the price of 1d. 


* Parliamentary Paper C. 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained through Messrs. Eyre and 
Spottiswoode’s office for the sale of such documents, in East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, 


London, E.C., price 
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